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APOLOGY FOR THE TRANSGRESSION 

This ponderous and scholarly tome is the out- 
come of the most profound cogitation upon the 
distressing lack of information relative to Why 
is America and Whose is it, possessed by Earnest 
Reader, Vox Populi and The Man Lower Down. 
Consequently the book is designed to shed an 
intense illumination (Standard Oil effects used 
exclusively in this production) upon matters of 
a frenzological, graftological, illogical and Ana- 
niastic nature. 

More than five feet of the world's classiest 
mendacities have been searched and plagiarized 
in the making of the volume. The author also 
acknowledges his indebtedness to the great 
commercial combines which have made a joke 
of the Constitution and other matters otherwise 
too deadly solemn to form the subject of a jest. 

STUART B. STONE. 
Munchausen-on-the-Run, 
August, 191a 



To 

THE ULTIMATE CONSXIMER 

Who, having lost all but honor, views with alann 
the advanced quotations upon that com- 
modity 



The Nonsensical 

U.S.A. 



GENERAL MISINFORMATION 

The United States'" is an incorporated re- 
public, bounded on the north by the Canadian 
tariff wall, on the east by the Mediterranean 
immigration tide, on the south by the Monroe 
Doctrine and the Castrobean Seas and on the 
west by the Yellow Peril. It lies between the 
67th and Z25th meridians west of Greenwich, 
and between the 25th and 50th parallels, north 
latitude. (These calculations taken with a sex- 
tant, an igloo and a copper cylinder and at- 
tested to by the University of Copenhagen and 
the National Geographic Society.) 

The executive branch of the government is in 
the hands of a President, who is elected by Vox 
Populi, Consumer, Old Subscriber and Pro 

* Name loaned by Mr. George M. Cohan, who reserves 
all rights to same for use in his staiHspangly productions. 
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Bono Publico, directed by the Rhode Island dele- 
gation in Congress and corrected by the saffron 
daily press. The President is, by virtue of his 
ofl9ice, commander-in-chief of Ihe army and 
navy, subject of course to the Chautauqua ora- 
tions of Lieutenant Hobson. His emblem of 
authority is the Big Mace, used to dub insiu:- 
gents, magnates, prevaricators and nature fakers 
into submission. 

The lawmaking branch of the government 
consists of the Senate, or House of Billionaires, 
and the House of Representatives. Senators are 
elected by direct vote of the bosses and are ex- 
pected to look after the interests of those who 
elect them. The Representatives are elected 
by the people and their functions are to pass 
private pension bills, mail squash seed back 
home, frank the family washing and provide 
federal buildings for Jones Center and Hamby's 
Cross Roads. 

A dialect called Americanese is spoken gen- 
erally except in the dty of New York, where 
Lithuanian, Czech, Copt and Magyar prevail. 

The climate is generally temperate, especially 
in the South, where State-wide and anti-treating 
laws are in force. 



HISTORICAL STRETCH 



America was discovered in 1492 by Chilsto- 
pher Columbtis, an Italian egg-balancer. There 
are adverse claims to the lionor, but the great 
ltTnH''e Bcene displayed on the 1903 postage- 
stamps would seem to settle Hie matter in favor 
of Chris. 

In 1776 the colonies threw off the foreign yoke 
and declared the rifi^t of their descendants to 




bum ttieir eyebrows and twist the British lion's 
tan every Fourth of July. 
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In z8o3 Louisiana was purcluu^ed from the 
Ftenchi in order to afford a pretext for the St 
Louis world's exposition zoi years later. 

In 182Z Florida was purchased from • the 
Spanish, being later turned over to the Plant 
System. 

Texas was acquired in 1845 ^^ ^^ purpose 
of swelling the Democratic vote in the electoral 
college. 

In Z867 Alaska was purchased and s]rndicated. 

In 1898 the New York Journal and Mr. Rich- 
ard Harding Davis acquired Porto Rico and the 
Philippines independence issue. 

Panama was acquired early in the twentieth 
century for use as a burj^ing-ground for treasure. 
To date some S450,ooO|Ooo have been flms 
stowed away. 



GRAND DIVISIONS 

Alabama: A distressingly dry provincei lo- 
cated, howeveri within the mail order radius of 
the New Orleans and Nashville irrigation works. 
Produces cotton, pig iron and Tuskegee gradu- 
ates. Birmingham, the metropolis, formerly 
styled herself the Pittsburg of the South, but 
in the light of recent events has taken it all 
back. 

Arkansas: A Southern state producing hroad- 
brimmed statesmen and anti-corporation in- 
junctions. Name of Jeffdavisonian origin, sig- 
nifying " Trust no trust." Hot Springs, near the 
center of the state, is the national boQing-out 
place. 

California: A Pacific coast state of earth- 
quake tendencies. Addicted to pomatoes, race 
riots, strikes and American champagne. Name, 
a Hobsonian phrase signifying ^^ Pull a pigtail! '' 
Los Angeles, in the south, has a population of 
300,000 — by the time you turn the next page, 
350,000. 

5 




Colorado: A Rocky Mountain silver camp 
settled by suffragettes and billionaires. Pike's 
Peak) erected by the citizens of Colorado Springs 
as a drawing-card for tourists, attracts more 
visitors than any other American eminence ex- 
cept ttis Chicago Masonic Temple. 
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Connecticut: One of the New England Big 
Six. Name significance, ^^'Ware nutmeg." 
New Haven, the capital, is the seat of Yell 
University, also an experimental station for the 
trying out of projected metropolitan the- 
atrical productions upon the hapless inhabi- 
tants. - 

Delaware: A pocket annex of the powder trust, 
located on the eastern shore. 

Florida: A palm garden of peninsular outline 
forming the southeastern extremity of the na- 
tion. Formerly owned by the family of Flagler, 
but of late turned over to the mail order real 
estate agents for disposal in ten-acre tracts. 
Produces alligators, cigars and annual yams 
about the destruction of the fruit crop. 

Georgia: Another dry province, producing 
crackers, colonels and race problems. Atlanta, 
the metropolis, unblushingly declares herself the 
Chicago of the South. 

Idaho: A northwestern mining borough lo- 
cated above the clouds.^ 

Illinois: The Sucker name for Greater Chi- 
cago. Explored by Joliet, in whose honor a pen- 
itentiary has been founded. Traversed by the 
Drainage Canal, a large body of microbes con- 
necting Lake Michigan witii the Mississippi 
river and supplying the city of Saint Louis with 
bacteria and animalcules. Danville is the home 



THE NONSENSICAL U.S. A. 

of Uncle Joe Cannoiii a[^brofher and guardian of 
Uncle Sam. 

Indiana: A Uteraiy colony inhabited by major 
and minor poets, romancists, realists and drama- 
tists. Name from the Tarkingtonian, signifying 
" I will write a six-best-seller.'' IndianapoliSi the 
capital, is the home of the Fairbanks Cocktail 
Bottling Works. 

Iowa: A mid-West insurgent province, peopled 
by millionaire agriculturists. Contains more 
¥^d-mill8 than Holland, more pianolas than 
Kansas, more agricultural literature than Massa- 
chusetts. 

Kansas: An arid, but breezy mid-West prov- 
ince, inhabited by people who want to know why. 
Atmosphere tends to the development of extreme 
lengths and fancies in whiskers, except in the 
neighborhood of Leavenworth, where many 
bankers and trust presidents are to be seen with 
their heads clipped close. Name from the In- 
surrecto, signifying ^^No mortgage on my hay- 
stack." State flower, the carrienation. 

Louisiana: The eastern entrance to the Panama 
CanaL New Orleans, the metropolis, is the great- 
est Southern center for cotton, mosquitoes, 
Creoles and carnivals. Owing to the push-ahead 
activities of the Mississippi, it will soon be pos- 
sible for a person to walk dryshod from New 

Orleans to the Dry Tortugas. . 

8 
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Kentucky : A border state peopled I7 peaches, 
Internal revenue collectors, bystanders and colo- 
nels. Name of Bourbon origin, signifying ** Dark 
and ruddy blend." SetUed by Boone about 1780 
and unsettled ever since. 

Maine; A Down-north-and-up-along prov- 
ince of pndiibitory tendencies. Augusta, in the 
souttttfu pOTtlon, is the Hub of the Farm, Fur- 
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row and Fodder-ridge and Cook-ladies' Com- 
panion school of literature. 

Massachusetts: The Back Bay State. Bev- 
erlji on the north coast, attained fame as the 
home of the Taft Smile during the dog days. 
Boston, the metropolis, was the scene of the 
famous Tea Party, the miscarriage of King 
George m's invitation to which resulted in the 
American Revolution. Gloucester is headquar- 
ters for the American cod-fish smell. 

Michigan: A Northern lake resort, producing 
celery and automobiles. Most of the copper 
used in American panics is found in the Upper 
Peninsula. The Grand Rapids furniture industry 
and the Battle Creek breakfast-food industry 
consume more forest acreage in a year than the 
hosts of conservation can conserve in a century. 
More ore-boats pass through the Soo Canal than 
bum-boats through the Suez channeL 

Minnesota: A Scandinavian district embracing 
the insurgent plains of the Northwest. Source 
of the Mississippi, a famous fourteen-foot chan- 
nel yet to be dug by the Rivers and Harbors 
Committee. St. Paul and Minneapolis, the two 
largest cities, are renowned the world over for 
their mutual love and esteem. State flour, the 
gold medal. 

Missouri: A mid-West commonwealth of 
skeptical qualities. Name, a Pike County phrase, 

10 
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signifying ^^ Please demonstrate.^' St LouiSi 
the metropolis, is a German shoe manufacturing 
town situated at the odoriferous end of the 
Chicago Drainage Canal. Missouri produces 
mules, gum-shoe statesmen, houn' dogs and 
baking-powder legislation. 

Mississippi: Another of the dry provinces and 
the home of the Dark Question. Name, a Dem- 
ocratic word, meaning " Fonder of Waters." 

Maryland: An extensive oyster-bed located 
upon the eastern shore. 

Montana: A Northwestern copper mining 
property, once purchased by certain candidates 
for the United States Senate, but since permitted 
to revert to the government. Butte, the chief city, 
is the home of Mary MacLane, author of those 
inter-mountain classics, '^ Ooh-ooh-ooh ! " and 
"I scream!" 

Nebraska: A mid-Western state, whose broad 
prairies are swept eternally by the great Lincoln 
gusts. Name of Silvercratic origin, signifying 
" Try, try again." 

New Jersey: A mosquito-infested swamp 
forming the western suburbs of Gotham and the 
eastern environs of Philadelphia. Trenton, the 
capital, is the breeding-place of the octopus. 
The famous curve-lines to be seen on the Atlantic 
City beach form the greatest scenic attraction 
in America. 

II 
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Nevada: A silTer pocket dtoated just oybi 
the snow line. The Ifational Dissolutioii Works 
at Reno Is the largest decree-manufacturing 
plant in the United States. PugUistic con- 




tests not permitted to go further than loi 
rounds. 

New Hampshire: One of the six largest states 
in flie Union — on ez-Senator Aldrich's m^. 

New York: The Member-Buyer state. Long 
Island, embracing the terminal grounds and 
switching yards of the railroad of that name, 
lies off the southern coast. The Statue of Liberty, 
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one of file finest in fhe world, stands at flie 
mottfli of New York harbor as a monument to 
a blessing once enjoyed by the American ulti- 
mate consumer. Albany, the state capital, does 
a thriving jobbing business in legislators and 
legislation. Brookljrn, on Long Island, is the 
largest cemetery in the world. 

North Carolina: A Southern state of 'red-shirt 
inclinations. Biltmore, in the western part, is 
an independent nation controlled by the Van- 
derbilt connection. Name of Prohibitory origin, 
now rendered ^^ It's a long time between lemon- 
ades." 

North Dakota: An insurgent province devoted 
to the production of wheat, the principal food of 
the Chicago Bulls. 

Ohio: A mid-West state inhabited by post- 
masters, internal revenue collectors, consuls, 
consuls-general, U. S. marshals and ex-mem- 
bers of the cabinet Name of G. O. P. origin, 
signifying ** An ofSice for mine.'' 

Oklahoma: A Western prairie-stretch, which 
obtained its first settiers at the crack of a start- 
er's pistol. Much addicted to overloading of the 
Constitution. Name of RooseveltiaQ origin, 
meaning *^ Millions of ofSices for Rough Riders, 
but not one fourth-class postofflce for poor Lo." 

Oregon: A salmon-canning coast reserve first 
put on fhe trail by Messrs. Lewis fir Clark. 

>3 
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Pennsylvania: A Middle State, separated from 
Maryland by Thomas Dixon^Jr.'s color line. Name 
of Gaelic origin, signifying ^^ Andy's woods.'* 
The state capitol at Harrisburg is the graftiest 
building in the world. Pittsburg, the western 
metropolis, contains three-quarters of a million 
steal kings, walking delegates, puddlers, strike- 
breakers and spendthrift sons of hold-tight men. 

Rhode Island : The New England tail that wags 
the American dog. Name from the Protective, 
signifying, ^^ Little but loud." Newport, on the 
coast, is the summer home and private zoo of 
the Uppish Ten. 

South Carolina: The home of the dispensary 
industry. In South Carolina to get a drink it is 
necessary to describe the dark spots before your 
eyes, to show a coating upon the tongue, to regis- 
ter the pulse-beats and to swallow a four-grain 
capsule. The Governor of this state is said to 
have remarked recently to the executive of 
North Carolina, ^^ It's a long time between dis- 
pensations." 

South Dakota: A Northern reserve competing 
with Nevada in the severed hearts industry. 

Tennessee: A Southern state where crimes 
are punished with pardons. 

Texas: A Southwestern State large enough 
to have a class D minor league all its own. Pro- 
duces cottoni steers and Democratic majorities. 

14 
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Because of local regulations, card-pliers are 
compelled to keep the entire deck up their sleeves, 
instead of merely the aces. 

Utah: A Western province where the head of 
the house buys his Easter millinery by the gross. 
Name, of Polygamous origin, signifying " O, 
you motliers-in-lawl " 




Vermont: The maple-sugar state. Since the 
enactment of the pure food and drugs act, de- 
nominated " The maple-^ugar flavor state." 
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Virgiiiia: A Soufhem State called fhe ^^ Mother 
of Presidents " until Ohio got a grip on the cre- 
dentials committee. Newport News, on the 
coasti is file playing-ground of the great Dread- 
nought-christemng game, wherein daughters of 
governors hurl bottles containing Aqua W-C-T-U- 
ra at figure-heads. 

Washington: Northern headquarters for the 
Saffron Peril. 

West Virginia: The southwestern annex of the 
state of Pennsylvania. Sometimes called Wet 
Virginia. Produces oil| coal, stogies and mil- 
lionaire statesmen. 

Wisconsin: Northern terminus of the great 
Anti movement. 

Wyoming: Called the Pennsylvania of the 
West — not) howeveri because of its state cafitaL 
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POPULATION 

'* What's fhe score? " — Shakespeare's Com- 
edy of Errors: xst Half, Second Inning. 

Figures cannot lie — but oh, you flgurersl — 
Old saying, disfigured. 

**Even all they that were numbered were 
six hundred thousand and three thousand and 
five hundred and fifty." — Mosaic census buUe- 
tin. 

''From the pine-fringed lakes of Ifaine to 
Frisco's Oolden Gate," etc, etc — Peroration 
of the Honorable Beriah Buncombe at the 
Squasfaville Independence Day celebration. 
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POPULATION 

The latest census figures place the population 
of the United States at ninety-one odd millions 
and Mr. Theodore Roosevelt. This splendid 
increase over the 1900 statistics is due, not so 
much to any fervid endorsement by the people 
of Mr. Roosevelt's anti-race-suicide preachments 
as to the activities of the International Mercan- 
tile Marine in dumping a Mauretania full of 
unripe Americans on the North River docks every 
sixty minutes. 

Sex : Statistics show that the feminine element 
forms nearly fifty per cent of the population. 
Bosses, committee chairmen and campaign man- 
agers can figure out for themselves just what this 
portends for the 1930 election returns. 

Of the males above the age of eighteen, prob- 
ably twenty-five per cent are free and independ- 
ent, the remainder being in a state of marital 
servitude. This estimate does not include the 
colonies of revolt at Reno and Sioux Falls. 

Age: The average American woman outlives 

19 
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fhe average American man — undoubted^ in 
order to get the last word. Despite this fact the 
most diligent effort on the part of the enumera- 
tors was necessary to disclose the presence of 
an mmiarried female above thirty. 

Color: About eighty-eight per cent of the 
population is white, including the variations of 
heroine rose-and-cream, Creole olive, apoplectic 
purple, Bourbon nasal pink, etc. 

The dark race, ranging from maple-sugar 
tinting to a g^tening ebony, numbers some ten 
million souls. 

There are probably three hundred thousand 
representatives of the yellow race in America, 
exclusive of the vast hordes of Japanese guards- 
men concealed by Congressman Hobson at 
strategic points on the Pacific slope for the 
purpose of scaring the Committee on Naval 
Affairs into the purchase of additional Dread- 
noughts. 

The copper or Indian race numbers upward of 
three hundred thousand heads. All American 
Indians are now too civilized for manual 
labor. 

Density of Population: The density of popu- 
lation is greatest in Porto Rico, where the literary 
researches of the natives are confined to scan- 
ning the calendar for holidays and feast days; and 
least in Boston, where the young prodigy comes 

20 
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into tiie world with eye-strain and a tendenqr 
to lisp in words of seven qrllables.* 

About sixty per cent of the population reside 
on farms amid a network of telephone lines and 
rural free delivery routes, with huge, red bams 
and creaking windmills decking the horizon, siz- 
qrlinder roadsters waiting at the front gate and 
pianolas, talking machines, Gibson drawings and 
dollar-fifty novels spreading culture in double 
layers about the front parlor. It is largely be- 
cause of these halqronic conditions that the 
young farming idea is displaying some inclina- 
tion to heed the hysterical diouting of lawyer, 
merchant, doctor, thief — ** Stick to the farml '' 

About ten per cent live in those pine-and- 
pressed-brick municipalities where existence 

* A ^oston infant, presented with his bottled nourish- 
ment, spoke his first comfilete sentence: " Mama, can 
you assure me that this milk is tuberculin-tested, warranted 
free from benzoate of soda and other injurious preserva- 
tives, and guaranteed under the pure food and drugs 
act, with the serial number and formula plainly printed 
across the face of the bottle?" 

Another Back Bay prodigy was tendered a set of toys, 
with the explanation that Santa Glaus had brou^t 
them. 

''Mother," answered young Harold, "I accept this 
wooden ant-eater, this set of building blocks and this red . 
tin locomotive, as tokens of the esteem and affection of 
yourself and m^ respected fatiierj but my intelligence 
refuses to submit to such an antiquated and venerable 
hoax and ddusion as the oft-exploded, long-obsolete, 
preposterous, incredible and utt^y impossible Santa 
Glaus myth. Do not ask it. I thank you. 

21 
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is one protracted swirl of revival meetings, Odd 
Fellows' dances, glee club concerts, high school 
commencements and pmnpkin-seed guessing 
contests. 

Five per cent dwell in cities ambitious enough 
to organize One Hundred and Fifty Thousand 
Clubs and to besiege the Metropolitan company 
for one-night stands of grand opera. 

Twenty per cent live in cities that are beginning 
to prefix ^^ Greater " to their names and nourish 
the World's Fair microbe. 

The remainder spend their lives (or existences) 
in moving from Harlem and Yonkers to Bound 
Brook or Flatbush. 

Nomenclature: The most common American 
cognomens are: Czygolcl3rptk, Chaconas, Hen- 
nessey, Cohenstein, Chu Ling, Hashimura, 
Schwarzenfurst, Giovanni, Maceo, MacVeagh, 
Beaupre and Dost Mohammed. 

Along the Pacific slope Wa Shing, Amazuma 
and Mehemet Khan are very common. 

In the Minnesota insurgent district Janssen 
and Oleson predominate. 

In the South and mid-West scattering evi- 
dences of such vanished cognomeins as Jones, 
Smith and Carter are found. 
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NATIVITY 

*^ Westward fhe smell of immigration takes its 
way." — U. S. Consular Reports. 

** Blood is thicker than hash." — Passe-par- 
tout motto observed in a Mulberry Bend thirst- 
parlor. 

^^Ba-nan, ba-naui nize, fr-r-rash, ten centa 
dozl " — Chant of noble Graeco-American to the 
rising sun. 

<<I see safEron." — Lieutenant Hobson in 
Congressional Record. 
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GENERAL ORIGINS 

There are many widely divergent theories as 
to the origin of the American people. One legend 
has it that the Lost Ten Tribes ultimately f omid 
their way to these shores; but there is little to 
substantiate the story except that some of the 
primitiye Americans bought Manhattan Island 
for twenty-four dollars. 

Another theory advanced is that the Northmen 
firstblazed the way to this country; but^asnone 
but Eskimos accompanied them, and as there are 
no sextants, copper cylinders or intelligible rec- 
ords and calculations offered, it is probable these 
doughty explorers did not venture beyond the 
land ice. 

It is to Commander C. Colombo that the 
pahn must be awarded for the discovery of 
that happy land in which millions of his country- 
men should find bUss and fortune in the pomo- 
logical, shoe-cleaning, sculptural and Black Hand 
industries. 

The people that really count in America are 
016 descendants of the crew and passenger-list 
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of the good ship Mayflower. There is no model 
of the Mayflower, but it was evidently a vessel 
of some 200,000 tons burthen with a dozen decks 
and capacious steerage. 
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THE AFTERMATH 

The H'english: There is a considerable sprin« 
kling of fhis pinkish, monocled tribe in fhe United 
States, but inability to digest the American 
chestnut and the lack of time for tea between 
innings have discouraged extensive immigration 
from dear old Ltmnon. 

The Oirish: A hardy race, whose national 
costume consists of blue cloth, trimmed with 
brass buttons and surmounted by a helmet 
A shillalah is carried for purposes of impression. 
Much in evidence in the metropolitan districts 
— on election day. 

The Scandinavians: The descendants of the 
ancient Vikings. Captured the province of 
Minnesota and, merely to keep their hand in, 
are at present engaged in a fierce insurrection 
against the Washington authorities. The females 
of this race are a nomadic, autocratic, culinaiy 
band who are entitied to at least five evenings 
off in a week. 

The Scotch: A cannily acquisitive tribe dis- 
tinguished by the label, <^ Mai^'' The great, 
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golden libraxy indixstry owes its origin to this 
kilted, Celtic people. 

The Hebrews: A thrifly race entrenched on 
both sides of Broadway and the glistening thor- 
ou^ares of the provinces in magnificent em- 
poriums constructed for the purpose of display- 
ing the figures Sx.98. 

The Greeks: The band that held the pass^ of 
Thermopylae. Nowadays to be seen holding 
the front steps waving the fruits of all nations. 

The French: A meny, volatile people to whom 
we are largely indebted for our national pastime 
of living beyond our means. The French have 
always been active in the exportation of American 
gold to Europe to be moulded into coronets and 
crowns. 

The Germans: A stolid, capacious species to 
whom Milwaukee is indebted for her bubble 
fame. The Germans are an eminently agricul- 
tural people, having developed the art of pahn- 
and roof-gardening to its present entrancing 
state. 

The Chinese: An almond-eyed, pig-tailed 
family entrusted with the laundrying of the con- 
tinent and more especially of the Yosemite and 
Sierra regions. Every respectable Chinaman 
belongs to a Tong, which is a sporting club de- 
voted to hatchet-throwing and strangling by 

means of silk threads. 
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The Japanese: Auotiier yellow-brown race 
impeiUIiog the Golden Gate and highly useful 
In keeping up the naval appropriation. 

The Africans: 
A sable people 
upon wtuun we 
occasionally 
draw for our 
heavyweight 
champions. The 
Pullman Com- 
pany uses a 
great number of 
this tribe in its 
banditti corps. 

Miscellane- 
ous: ,In addi- 
tion to the f OTe- 
going, there are 
present in New 
Y<ak untold, tm- 
lettered, un- 
washed thou- 
sands oi Kurds, Magyars, Copts, Afg^ians, 
Czechs, Bosnians, Dyaks, Javanese, Abyssin- 
iaos, Berbers, Nubians, Ghoorkas, etc., etc 

Let OS dose die gates. 

Hunyl 




AND OCCUPATION 




" Wort whfle you sleep — CTacksmen." — 
Popular advertisement mangled. 

" Stare labor boldly in the face — but dont 
get bit" — By-law of the Knights of the Gleam- 
ing T-raiL 

" Do something! " — Opening lyric of ** Poems 
of Impudence and Indolence" by Rondeau 
Rimer. 

" I have taken my ninety degrees." — Profes- 
idMUt of an Exiled Explorer. 



THE LEARNED PROFESSIONS 

The Law: The law is one of our most andent 
professions, the history of jurisprudence dating 
from Moses, who practised near the Mount of 
Sinai. In the United States the law is divided 
into two great branches: the lex scripta, or 
written law, which may be found, after years of 
unflagging effort, in tiie decisions of England, 
the forty-eight states and the federal courts, 
almost as lucid and transparent as a first-class 
Chinese puzzle. The lex nondescripta, or un- 
written law, is mainly to be found in the black 
headlines of the newspapers. Law students at 
our great universities may attain the degree of 
LL. D. (Doctor of Lies). Philadelphia is the place 
of residence of our most acute lawyers. A Phila- 
delphia lawyer can stand on the dty hall steps 
and discern a hole in the New Zealand constitu- 
tion. 

Medicine: The doctors' guild is closely allied 
with that of the undertakers and embalmers. 
The highest development of the doctor at present 
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is the alien&t, who by virtue of his researches is 
entitled to the degree of M. D. (Matteawan Doc*- 
tor). An alienist will sit erect on the witness 
stand and for the sum of one hundred thousand 
dollars answer without blinking a hypothetical 
question lasting all da;^ "^nd continuing into 
tomorrow.* 



♦ A HYPOTHETICAL QUESTION 

" You know Mr. Sadwed, the plaintiff in this case? '' 
asked the Sioux Falls lawyer of the celebrated aJienist. 

" Oh yes." answered the expert, thinking of the million- 
dollar check in his hip pocket. 

'^ I will put you a nypothetical question/' announced 
the attorney. " Imagine a Pittsburg steel magnate, his 
safety deposit vaults crammed with A B C 4's and X Y Z 
6's; his fat, double chin chucked and patted by the entire 
pulchritudinous, lovely front row all at once; his every 
morning mail jammed with mignonette-scented, lavender- 
tinted billets from $10,000 prize contest beauties; his 
garage crowded and packed with man-eating, blood- 
stained, cup-snatching racers; his spacious cellars burst- 
ing with the cobwebbed vintage of the asdent Garonne 
hills; the recesses of his gilded den stuffed wiUi the 
smilmg, sparkling presentments of the stars of every 
dghte^ months run on Broadway: then, if this lucky 
one, this darling of l^e gods, tms unhampered, unre- 
stnuned, beauty-fed, goddess-pampered fortunate of for- 
tunates sees fit, in the scarlet height of his gayety, to 
settle down, to tack up a ' God Bless Our Home ' motto 
in the violet parlor, to raise squalling; twins, to squander 
his millions on paregoric and the elastic, unsanitary nipple, 
to confine his golden attentions to one wide-eyed, aoU- 
faced innocent, instead of scattering it like bubbling 
champagne over the entire fluffy-haffed, Venus-shaped, 
googoo-orbed bunch, to find it necessary to tip me off to 
a fee as big as the Lusitania to conjure up this hypothet- 
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Ministers: Ministers are a beneficent, long- 
frocked tribe of orators who run well into Fifthly 
every Sabbath morning endeavoring to divert 
our minds from baseball, the price of hogs, our 
neighbors' automobiles and the milliner's bill 
and center them upon the narrow path of bliss 
etemaL A minister in the rural districts is also 
expected to nurse the sick, arbitrate quarrels, 
separate combatants, edit the county paper, sew 
crazy quilts for the pagan and act as companion 
for tiie old ladies of his flock, for all of which he 
often receives as much as S175 in a year, besides 
donations. 

Explorers: Explorers are a rather exclusive 
species who after a lifetime of toil and study 
may attain eighty or ninety degrees — if they 
can prove it Explorers are well paid, as a pole- 
hunter can spend a few months on the land-ice, 
bury his sextants and troop home, with S8o,ooo, 
the keys of the city of New York and a few blue 
ribbons from the University of Copenhagen to 
show for the venture. 

ical query, and to burden ^ou with a cool million dollars 
for your assistance in devising a new kind of insanity to 
fit tne case — then, if all these things have come to pass, 
is it not clear that my client was mentally irresponsible 
at the time of contracting this unhappy marriage and, 
therefore, entitled to instant release? '' 

'' Yes, indeed," nodded the expert. ** It is Dementia 
Idiotica Matrimonialis — a clear case." 

The divorce was granted instanter. 
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Real Estate: The real estate agents are the 
fiction writers of American commerce. A clever 
real-estater can take a Staten Island swamp, 
give it a poetical breakfast-food name, plat it 
into subdivisions and string it over a half-dozen 
magazine advertising pages with a free trip to 
New Tork and a life insurance policy thrown 
in. 

Insurance: The insurance agents are the elo- 
cutionists of modem business. An adept agent 
can shed bitter tears over the plight of your be- 
reaved ones within ten seconds after you have 
shown sufficient interest to ask the annual pre- 
mium on a twenty-pay-life policy at twentji^nine 
years. 

Pawnbroking: The pawnbrokers are a trust- 
ful, opulent corps of experts in percentage and 
interest whose functions are the guardianship 
and safekeeping of heirlooms, Jew-elry and art 
treasures when the wolf begins to howl about 
the door. The motto of the pawnbrokers is 
<<In hoc signo tri-ballis." So help me gra- 
dousl 

Brokers: Brokers are butchers of the de luxe 
type, whose slaughtering operations are confined 
exclusively to lambs. Brokers are an extremely 
nervous lot, and great care should be exercised 
to avoid mentioning any disclosures of crime or 
pillage in their presence, lest they become pan- 
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icJ^. Better give 'em the earth then prolong flie 
''late'' depression. 

Undertakers: The funereal fraternity ^vtich 
gets the last whack at us alL Motto: ^At 
rest" 
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THE TRADES 

Plumbing: The one labor union to be affected 
universally by the income tax. Many of our 
colossal American fortunes had their origin in 
the soldering-pot and the kitchen-sink. Under 
the latest union scale a plumber is entitled to 
charge at the rate of three dollars an hour from 
the time of forgetting to bring his tools from the 
shop until the time of returning with a lien on 
the property in his pocket 

Culinary: The American cook is mainly of the 
female persuasioui being recruited from the 
autocratic and migratory foreign and African 
classes. Male cooks are known as chefs and 
receive a uniform wage scale of S1O9O00 a year. 
The latest agreement with this trades-union calls 
for six afternoons off in a week, the use of the 
front parlor in which to entertain the patrolman 
on the beat, the refusal of madame's gowns after 
the first wearing, a fine-system for laggards at 
breakfast, and no questions. 

Clothes-washing: This division of human labor 
is allotted to the colored demoiselle and the 
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heafhen Chinee. It forms one of the chief mat- 
rimonial assets of the first-named class, and many 
a ^talented cake-walker and end-man has been 
Itured into the Benedict class by the infinite 
promise of the wash-tub. 

Waiters: A swallow-tailed, silver-starred tribe 
of brigands infesting our great food-charging 
stations. In French restaurants the waiter is 
known as I'garcon and extends his palm behind 
his back just as his American confrere. A thrifty 
head-waiter quickly learns just whom to place in 
an obscure comer with their backs to the crowd 
and whom to seat beneath the main chandelier, 
a quality of learning worth a row of Harlem flats 
in a year. 

Messenger boys: The source of Shakespeare's 
famous line, " creeping like snail unwillingly to 
the suburbs." Messenger boys usually cher- 
ish fond ambitions of train robbery and Indian 
massacre along the border, but manage to out- 
grow the idea, often developing into captains of 
industry. 

Chauffeurs: The guiding spirit of the great 
car of Juggernaut. The chauffeur is no respecter 
of persons, but uses the third speed on butcher 
and brother alike. 

Barbers: The tonsorial artistes, along with 
the life insurance agents and book-vendors, are 
entrusted with the duty of keeping o^gen in the 
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gostte art of conversationalism.* Under the new 
sanitary regulations visitors to all barber shops 
are required to undergo the following catechism: 
z. Hair getting pretty long, boss — how about 
a trim? 

2. Little tonic, this momin'7 

3. Shampoo? 

4* Gettin' bald awful fast for a young man, 
Cap. Let me put on some of tUs dandmflf 
cure? 

5. Egg massage? 

6. Moustache dyed while you wait? 

7. Electric whizz? 

8. Cream scalp rub? 

9. Think the Giants are good for the pen- 
nant? 

zo. Next? 



• 

* A life insurance agent and a book agent took refuge 
from a storm in a oave off the high road near Tampa m 
1868. Neither of them was ever seen again by mortal 
man. The cave, however, has for the past forty-odd 
years given forth a queer, jangling babble wherein the 
phrases, " Octavo — tontine policy — embossed cover — 
twenty-year-pay-life," were distinguished, and the natives 
have always considered the place haunted. Recently 
the sounds ceased and a party of hardy explorers entered 
the cave and discovered two skeletons, a half-rotted, 
partially-fiUed-out policy in the Grafters* of New Jersey 
and a molded, yellow, 800-page volume entitled " Three 
Thousand and Three Facts, Figures and Fancies." 

The skeletons are believed to be those of Ladian victims 
of the Seminole war. 
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MORTAUTY 

"Man goeth 
to his warm 
home." — Line 
from "The 
DeviL" 

"They langh 
best who laugh 
last"— Utter- 
ances of an Un- 
dertaker. 

" Many are 
boiled, but few 
are frozen." — 
SundayHBcfaool 
text numgled by 
young liopefuL 

The wages of 
sin is deatii — 
but the Audent 
and Universal 
Order of Shmers 
isn't clamoring 
f«- an increased 
scale. 



MORTALITY 
Disease 

The principal cause of death in the United 
States is disease. Some authorities are inclined 
to give first place to the doctors, but as statistics 
demonstrate that people die just as well without 
medical aid, this theory is probably erroneous. 

Appendicitis at one time enjoyed preeminence 
as the fashionable disease, but owing to the 
cheapening of operations to the S500 mark, tbis 
complaint is largely enjoyed by the common 
people. 

Hookworm, very popular in the South, is char- 
acterized by an extreme tendency on the part 
of the victim not to overdo himself regardless of 
whether the weevil gets the cotton crop. 

Paranoia is limited to the millionaire class. 
This disease is more apt to be fatal to by- 
standers and co-respondents than to the victim 
himself. 

Indigestion^ another national killer, is brought 
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aboat by f aflure to masticate Humni^ flie rolaa 
and teachings of Mr. Horace Fletcbsr- . 

Tetanus is the prerogative of 
on the fifth of Jvij. Produced by unsafe and 
insane Fourflu 

Railroaditis 

At the head of the violent death eohmin Rail- 
roaditis stands unchallenged* Any good Ameri- 
can railroad qrstem can easily maim, cripplOi 
string^t and macerate a regiment of people 
in a year. This is in line with tlie laconism of 
that bygone magnate, Commodore Vanderbitt — 
^* Telescope the People.'' 



Homicides 

Following dose upon the raibroads as a factor 
in ridding the nation of surplus population comes 
the murderer. The list is swelled to an almost 
inappreciable extent by legal executions, it beixig 
estimated that one murderer in eveiy three 
hundred is punished. 

The weight of the authorities places the fol- 
lowing classes in the category of those upon 
whom it is always justifiable to practise homi- 
cide: 
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Life insurance agents (after reaching tiie 
povat of tears over your future bereaved one8)i 
;.«^e1boikrenough-fo jestersi 

The man who has seen the show beforei 

The boat-rocking cut-up, 

The told-you-so 



Ofliisr Vidence 

Hazing: TJiis meny practice, so popular at 
many of our leading educational institutions, is 
responsible for many extremely picturesque 
deaths, such as being Juggemauted by a railroad 
train while tied to the track, or frozen in a cake 
of ice. 

Lynching: This beautiful custom, formerly 
reslxicted to the South, is seemingly to become 
general throughout the nation. The victim is 
elevated to the top of a hickory tree by the best 
people of the community and allowed to remain. 
It is the remaining that usually proves fatal. 

Umpire-baiting: The life insurance companies 
have long since ceased to issue policies upon this 
class of risks, for the veiy good reason that no 
policy ever devised can stop a brickbat or a beer 
bottle. 

Motoring: The actuaries have agreed in figur- 
ing the average expectation of the man who in- 
sists on pushing on the track during the Vander- 
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bilt cup race as about two minutes. The man 
who crosses the street with his head bent over 
the pink sporting supplement is about a minute's 
better risk. 

The unloaded gun: Ignorance of a gun's being 
loaded is no life-restorer. This decision is up- 
held by all medical and surgical digests. 

Some Recent Deaths 

'^ And say, I just died laughing.'' — Sayings of 
Sadie La Seller. 

<^ Moriarity slaughtered O'TooIe at first and 
Grady died on a bounder to third.'* — N. Y. 
Sportogram. 

" Hamdodo J. Ranter fairly murdered Othello 
at the Kerosenic last night." — Dramatic criti- 
cism, Dingville Daily Democrat. 

" I made a killing on Imperator." — Ringside 
Dope of Terry, the Turfman. 
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WEALTH 

<<He hafh got all he could.'' — From Miss 
TarbeU's A Predatoiy Plutocrat 

'' Not quite aU that gUtters is Gould's." — Old 
saying muck-raked and re-gilded. 

'* Where's mine? " — From the escutcheon of 
the Pittsburg select counciL 

*' Gohig upl " — The Charge of the Butchers' 
Brigade. 
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WEALTH 

The United States, as has been admitted by 
Fourth of July orators, is the wealthiest nation 
in the world. No other country has a Standard 
Oil Company, a fourteenrmOlion-dollar postal 
deficit or a gold dome on its Congressional 
library. Most of this vast accumulation of evil- 
root is in the hands of a select peerage listed 
by Miss Tarbell in her volume, ^^ Robber 
Barons I have Muck-raked; " but there is quite 
a little leakage which has been seized upon by 
certain astute citizens of the republic, such as 
the Kansas farmers, the Chicago aldermen, the 
operatic song-birds, etc., etc. 



Income 

The weekly income of the average good Ameri- 
can is figured at something like $1241. This 
can. be converted into outcome as follows: 
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Groceries t$JOO 

Refreshments, liqiiid (by means of 
which he can forget cost of first 

item) 3.75 

Evening paper (enabling him to keep 
posted as to the upward trend of 
cost-of-living) .15 

Foreign missions (for the poor pagan, 
unaffected by the cost-of-living, 
but too blissfully ignorant to know 
about it) .zo 

Galleiy seat at The Melodramatic 

(High as the rest of it) .50 

Shave (including dissertation of barber 

on cost-of-living) .15 

Tip to barber .50 

Miscellaneous repairs to body and 
household 2.26 

For the convenience of the assessors, the so- 
ciety reporters and the Black Hand federation, 
the incomes of the various tjrpes of American 
citizens may be divided as follows: 

ist: Frenzied financiers; imported tenors;* 
heavyweight champion exponents of the fistic 
arts. 

2nd: Master plumbers; life insurance presi- 

* From information derived from the press agents aod 
consequently to be relied on. 
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dents (exclusive of pemdons for relatives) ; vaude- 
ville headliners (induding Russian toe-dancers, 
mermaids, educated chimpanzees, strong men 
and former baseball stars); head waiters — 
Gallic, Hibernian and Afric; brewers and dis- 
tillers, and their distributing agents located on 
our choicest street comers. 

3rd: Pullman porters and other train robbers; 
members of the Solicitous and Dependent Order 
of Waiters; select coundlmen (who have not 
undergone the Immunity Baths); agricultur- 
ists. 

4th: litterateurs; Doctors of Divinity, Law, 
Medicine, etc., etc; umbreUa menders; shoe- 
string vendors, etc., etc 

Poets are generality rated as entirely income- 
less. 

Charity (Begins at Homestead) 

From motives of conscience, poUcy, amuse- 
ment or human kindness many of our foremost 
billionaires are actively engaged in rebating under 
the name of philanthropy a small part of the trib- 
ute levied upon the great common mass of Old 
Subscribers, Constant Readers and Ultimate 
Consumers.' These philanthropies take the form 
of libraries, foundations for the improvement of 
millennial conditions, university chakSi anti-germ 
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crusades and other varieties of plutocratic benev- 
olences. 

The conditionSy or stringSy attached to a phi- 
lanthropy are as follows: 

1. The donee must raise an equal amount by 
assessing himself a tax of one to three dollars per 
annum on the hundred dollars. 

2. The donor will not be responsible for any 
sharp upward trend in the price of oil| steel ingots 
or spare ribs accompanjring the giving. 

3. Cartoonists are requested to substitute 
wings and halo in lieu of forked tail and hoofs 
in all delineations of the donor. 
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" There is sometiUng rotten in cold storage." 
— Ctuv^ heading from The Jungle. 
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^Protection for rabber nJ^es, go-carts and 
soothing sirupl '' — Cxy of the Infant Industries. 

'* These goods warranted made from best 
hemlock and hickory.'' — Advertisement of Con- 
necticut Nutmeg Manufacturing Company. 

<< Die now before the advance.'' — Suggestion 
emanating from Coflin Trust 
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MANUFACnmiNG 

In manufacturing, the United States leads the 
world. Ftom nutmegs and postcards to aero- 
planes and DreadnoughtSi the Yankee manu- 
facturer sets the pace. Hie best Munich beer 
now comes from Milwaukee and the choicest 
Munich pottery from East Liverpool, Ohio. 
The most splendid effects in genuine Samarcand 
and Bokhara rugs are made in New York. From 
Wisconsin comes the aroma of the world's best 
Limburger. The only real Habanas hail from 
Key West and Wheeling and the creamiest 
Worth importations originate in Fifth Avenue. 
Some of the leading industries are summarized 
below: 

Beer: This ex-Germanic industry centres at 
Ifilwaukee, a large palm-garden located at the 
northern landing-place of the Chicago whale- 
backs. The atmosphere at Milwaukee is steril- 
ized, aged and filtered so that biliousness is 
unknown in the community. 

Breakfast-foods: This comparatively new in- 
dustry maintains headquarters at Battle Creeki 
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Michigan, ** There's a reason?'* The Upper 
Peninsula forests abound in fhe raw material 
for Haggled Hemlocki Hickorita, Cream of 
Spruce, Pineules and Excelsior Eaties. 

The breakfast-food industry has been a potent 
factor in the development and compensation of 
American minor poetry. The magazine pages 
have come to abound in such exquisite idyls as 
this: 

** The Queen of Hearts made some tarts 
Upon a summer's day; 
But the Kmg of Hearts frowned at the tarts 
And ate his Shredded Hay." 

Chewing-gum: This product, made from chicle 
and india-rubber, affords the only instance of 
fletcherism in America. Particularly effective 
as a substitute for tobacco when chewed in 
theatres, restaurants and drawing-rooms. Cor- 
responds to the betel-nut habit practised in the 
Philippines and Malay Archipelago. 

Cigars: The longest American cigars are made 
in Wheeling and Pittsburg. Have one? No, 
thank youl 

Hour: This Minneapolis product has come 
into widespread use as a back cover for the 
monthly magazines. Also has contributed many 
striking epigrams to American literature. '^Even- 
tually — why not now? " 
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Clothing: This busittess has become Uie ezdu- 
Rire perquisite of the Hebraic race, from the 
numufactuiing in tba East Side Sweat-«liops to 
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flie retailing along fhe Great $9.98 Way. Clothes 
make the man — but Isidore, he make de close. 

Dairies: The conversion of water into milk 
is one of the triumphs of modem American 
genius. Only the purest spring water is used. 
Cream is obtained by mixing with a few drops of 
a whitish lacteal fluid obtained from the Jersey 
cow. 

Lumber: A hundred thousand saw-millS| 
representing the great timber industry, are en- 
gaged in a frantic campaign to beat the con- 
servation forces to the forest reserves. Results 
so far rather in favor of the Grand Rapids fur- 
niture factories. 

Packing: The meat-canning industry in the 
United States is under the control of a chain of 
benevolent corporations operating in Omaha, 
Kansas City and Chicago and indicted under the 
laws of New Jersey. The world's greatest smell 
is said to be at the Union Stockyards, Chicago. 
There is nothing, from snipe to buffalo, that the 
meat trust wiU not can. Indeed, the carcasses 
of the long-extinct auk and dodo have been found 
in their cold-storage warehouses. For the deli- 
clous details, read Sinclair's The Jumble. 

Piano players and phonographs : The develop- 
ment of the American, automatic idea in music 
By their use Cousin Bill from Kansas may be 
regaled with Chaminade, and the twins can keep 
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flie neic^bors awake with ^'When We Are 
M-A-R-R-I-E-D '' and «' Uncle Hi at the 
Fair.** Becoming as much a matter of course in 
the American home as the kitchen cabinet, the 
Gibson picture and the automobile mortgage. 

Whiskey: A fieiy, aromatic fluid used to bring 
out the final accentuating tinge to our moods of 
enthusiasm and inspiration; also an excellent 
neutralizer for fits of depression and dejection. 
Taken by some to generate internal heat; by 
others to produce a cooling effect The best hails 
from Louisville; the most from Peoria. 
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TRANSPORTATION 

<< Going down I " — Motto of the Aviators. 

** U it costs 63 cents to ship a ton of salt from 
New York to San Francisco, why does it cost 
$1.38 to ship the same ton of salt to Denver? 
Answer: On what ocean is Denver?'' — From 
the Ridiculous Rate Book. 

'< Out, damned slob I " — Honk of the Glidden 
Gliders. 

''I9 John Smith, do hereby, in consideration 
of the purchase price of one automobile," etc., 
etc. — Opening line of the Mortgage of the Old 
Homestead. 
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TRANSPORTATION 
Railroads 

Railroads are great bodies of water connect- 
ing Wall Street with the interior lamb-raising 
districts, and designed especially for the purpose 
of transporting the gold and precious stuffs of the 
provinces to the doors of the stock exchange. 
Railroads are also useful as a means of keeping 
down the surplus population, of perpetuating 
the railroad sandwich and boosting the fancy 
calendar industry. Railroads also tend to en- 
hance greatly the price of live stock, statistics 
demonstrating that the average value of cows 
killed on the rights of way is more than seventy- 
five dollars. 

For convenience, tiie United States has been 
divided into sections called communities of inter- 
est, each of which has been made over, rates, 
rebates and legislatures, to one of the great 
railroad sjBbema. 

An American entering a railway coach has 
about one chance in 173 of cashing in on his 
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acddent ticket; bat it is expected diat tiw 
opnteot cf die new zao-miles-«n-boor 
locomotiTe win make 




Following the general trend upward, American 
transportation has also gone into the air. Hotels 
are being constructed with grand staircases in 
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the attici country constables are reading up on 
the aerial speed Umiti and DaytoUi OhiOi is in 
the process of being re-built topsy-turvy. 



Varieties of Airships 

Monoplane : One that will fly once in a while. 

Biplane: One that will fly twice around the 
field before turning turtle. 

Triplane: One that will turn three somer- 
saults when the wind blows. 

Dirigible: One that prefers to make the voyage 
from New York to Jersey City by way of Mon- 
treali Deadwood, Monterey, Caracas and At- 
lanta. 

The Strictly-Dirigible Race 

The Airy Club of America proposes to give a 
grand dirigible balloon race for the Noblepile 
cup. The start will be made from St Louis, a 
German settlement on the Mississippii and the 
finish is wherever the gas gives out The follow- 
ing rules are promulgated for the occasion: 

z. A contestant may start in any direction the 
wind may be blowing, but he must proceed in 
but one direction at the time. 

2. Contestants falling into Lake Erie will be 
credited with 2x3 points; into Great Salt Lake, 
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I^j'ii'illip^j^ ^-" 



with 306 points; into the Indian Ocean, with 
1,000 points. 

3. An7 contestant h^pening to land at the 
South Pole will remain until rescued by one of 
ttie numerous fashionable parties of discovery. 
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4. Great care must be exercised that the 
drag-axichor does not catch and spirit away any 
of the Indiana novelists, Kansas millionaire- 
farmers, Pittsburg chorus girls, Chicago alder- 
men, or other picturesque bits of scenery along 
the route. 

5* Any contestant making for Seattle, then 
zigzagging to Scranton, Pa., Corpus Christi, Kala- 
mazoo and finally to the Sargasso Sea, will be 
debarred as non-dirigible and allowed to remain 
in the sea. 

6. When a contestant lands in a juniper tree, 
or on top of the Jersey City gas-house, or else- 
where, he should immediately report the number 
of fatalities in his car, what the citizens of Crown 
Point, Indiana, remarked as he passed overhead, 
and whether the anemometer was willing to work 
after union hours. The car may then be hauled 
to the nearest dump-heap and a subscription 
begun among the members of the Plutocrats' 
Aero Society to replace the same. 

7. Great care should be exercised in alighting 
on Long Island, at the conjunction of the Alle- 
gheny and Monongahela rivers and along the 

. lower Hudson, to avoid the densely-crowded 
millionaire population. 

8. The winner of this race is entitled to one 
tin, collapsible drinking-cup, valued at 13 cents. 

9. The winner of the race will be the contest- 
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ant ^0 succeeds in landing flie greatest dis- 
tance away from the point where he es^ected 
to land in the longest time possible.- 



Navigation 

The American inland waterway, with the ex- 
ception of the Chicago Drainage Canal, a bac- 
teriological, aromatic channel connecting the 
Union Stock Yards witii the St Louis reservoiri 
has been allowed to languish. Of late, however, 
Presidential parties have been riding in the 
pilot-house, and the prospects are for the early 
opening of several large pork barrels. 

On the high seas American commerce is in the 
same lamentable state, and as the good ship 
'^ Subsidy '' has not yet been able to steer through 
the Congressional breakers, the American tin 
can and the American ham continue to be trans- 
ported in Antwerp and Glasgow bottoms. 

Automobiles 

Automobiles are four-wheeled, rubber-tired 
vehicles, propelled by an unregenerate smell, 
piloted by a goggled demon, and capable of run- 
ning down the crowd along the course at the rate 
of one hundred and twenty miles an hour. They 
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are in general use over fhe United States, statis- 
tics showing there to be one motor car to every 
homestead mortgage in the country. Automo- 
biles are now being used to thresh wheat, to bring 
out the floating vote, to pad the advertising pages 
of the magazines, to boost the good roads move- 
ment and to put Detroit ahead of Cleveland. 
In view of the sliarp advance in the price of 
rubber, many manufacturers are using gold in 
fke making of tires. 

THE MOTORIST'S MOTHER GOOSE 

The Taxicab Girl 

Little Nanny Etticoat, 
In a red autocoat. 
Goggles on her nose; 
The longer she rides. 
The more money she owes. 

Juggernaut 

Hey diddle dlddlel 
Sit tight in the middle. 
The car's run over a coon. 
The constable raged 
To see such speed, 
While the auto ran off from the loon. 
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I^ Bndurance Run 

4 

Cross patch, 

'Durance matoh. 

Crank up, tank up, and fl^iin. 

Hurry up; 

Lift that cup. 

Here's to the cars that win! 

Cross-Country 

Hark, hark, puff, chug and spark! 
The roadsters have come to town, 
With license tags and trophy flags 
And hind tires broken down. 

The Speed Fiend 

Wee Willie Winkie speeds through the town, 
Joy ride, Glidden ride, never slows down; 
Bumping into coal carts, leaving cops behind: 
If they ever catch him, Willie will be fined. 

Ingratitude 

I had a little steamer; 
Tonneau was painted gray. 
I lent him to a lady 
To ride a mile away. 
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She Bcorched him, she raced him, 
She splashed him through the mire. 
I vould not leod my steamer now 
For all the lady's hire. 




The Terrible Tooter 

Johnny shall have a new gasser, 
And Johnny shall race at the fair. 
And Johnny shall have a new honker 
To straighten the bystanders' hair. 

Jugged 

Ding, dong, belli 
Chauffeur's gone to jaiL 
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Who put him in? 
Patrohnan O'Flyim. 
Whaf 11 get him out? 
Fifty dollars — *bout 



74 



MINERALOOT 

" Gwendolyn's hair was of spun gold, her lips 
a dream of rubles, her teeth a flash of pearls." 
— 'Fxam an American Best-Seller. 

" I believe in the free and unlimited coinage 
otr^vei." — Foi^tten Issues I have Boosted, 
by W. J. B. 




*' This brick is warranted pure gold.", — Reuben 
Rustcoafs Adventures in the Metropolis. 

" STOZ.EN — from apartments of Madam 
Leger-Lyons, one hetqiing quart <tf diamonds!" 
— Vagaries of a Vera^ous Press Agent 



THE AMERICAN MINERALOGY 

Iron: A hard metal obtained from the ore 
deposits of the Northwest and used mainly in 
the making of Pittsburg millionaires. Iron is 
first converted into steel, then into librarieSi 
scientific institutes and peace memorials. 

Copper: A mineral much employed in frenzied 
finance for the inauguration of panics. Found 
mainly around Buttey Montanai where the smelt- 
ing fumes have killed off the vegetation and 
driven Mary MacLane into volume after volume 
of paroxysms and exclamation points. 

Gold: A softi yellow metal, found in Cali- 
fomiai Colorado and Alaskai the collection of 
which in excessive quantities forms the con- 
suming hobby of Messrs. Rockefelleri Morgan, 
Vanderbilt & Company, Limited. Gold is used 
generously by our fiction-writers and verse- 
makers in the composition of heroine's tresses, 
in sunsets and in the construction of a lady's 
voice. It is employed by the dentists in giving 
the front teeth a rich appearance, and when 
moulded into bricks is used in the education of 
avaricious agriculturists. 
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Silver: A white metal found generally tlirough- 
out the Rocky Mountain region and used mainly 
in the manufacture of Democratic ccmpaign 
issues. 

Rubber: An elastici stringy substance em- 
ployed in the manufacture of automobile tires. 
The increasing cost of rubber is the only hope of 
maintaining the exclusiveness of the motor car. 

Oil: A greasy fluid, found mainly in Pennsyl- 
vania and used for purposes of illuminationi in- 
vestigation! accumulatioui legislation and muck- 
revelation. Oil forms the chief food of the 
octopusi the national cephalopod. 

Water: A colorlessy tasteless fluid used for 
the irrigation of railroad and industrial stocks and 
bonds. When mixed with various juices in 
Kentucky, is employed in conversation-fests 
and feud warfare. Applied to vagabonds, Bohe- 
mians and coal-heavers, brings out the natural 
tinting. 

Marble: A hard, whitish substance capable 
of being chiseled into representations of the 
human form, which when mounted in the Hall 
of Fame, induce a national tug of-war. Used also 
in the construction of architectural enormities 
called federal buildings and in the manufacture 
of those final upright slabs whereon the chiseler 
finds ample space to record the good that we have 
done. 
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"Stick to the faiml" — Ftended BUi^estion 
of banker, butcher, broker, baker, alderman and 
street-car conductor. 

" Daah It all — I caln't git enough of them there 
Harraid graduates to gather my harrest" — 
Plaint of ^ndcal Kansas millionaire farmer. 

« PhJ)., IXJ)., B.S., DA., FJULS., FJLM.S., 
etc, etc." — Degree a^endage d modem Bub 



"U Hghtning-rod agents interfere with yom: 
plowing, unloose tlie dog." — WaII-«notto re- 
placing "God Bless Our H<Bne," in American 
faimhouse-pariors. 



AGRICULTURE 

Wheat: A commodity grown on the Scandi- 
navian plains of the Northwest for the twofold 
purpose of filling the financial colunms of the 
newspapers and keeping the Minneapolis flour- 
mills grinding out copy for the magazine adver- 
tising sections. Before the introduction of 
kindling wood and telegraph poles, wheat was 
extensively used in the manufacture of break- 
fast-foods. 

Com: A grain grown most extensively hi the 
insurgent mid-West After gatheringi it is shipped 
to Louisville or Peoria, where, after a distillation 
process, it is converted into optimism, grandiose 
delusions, feuds and delirium tremens. 

Tobacco: Tobacco is grown mainly in Ken- 
tucky — in those seasons when the Night Riders 
are off duty. After gathering, it is compressed 
into square plugs, which compose the principal 
brain-food of our cotmtry-store philosophers. 

Fruit: A sweetish substance, grown mainly in 
California and Florida, and frozen in the columns 
of the newspapers every February and March, 
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appearing, howeveriwith astonishing 

on the carts of the Graeco-Americans during the 

summer months. 

Hops: A York state product used in the manu- 
facture of bubbles by the Milwaukee and St 
Louis bubbleries. 



If Wizard Burbank 

Succeeds in extracting the acidity from flie 
Lemoui a host of meek and nerve-frazzled mere- 
husbands will arrange to have him canonized; 

Solves the problem of adapting the species of 
Melon cut at frequent intervals in Wall Street 
to the climatic and agricultural conditions of the 
Middle West, he can have a blanket mortgage 
running from Madison, Wisconsin, to Yates 
Centre, Kansas; 

Is successful in lowering the enormous expense 
of the care and culture of the American Peach, 
he can have the Mere-Man nomination for 
President; 

Provides a satisfactory substitute for the tele- 
graph-poles, pine scantlings, dry-goods boxes 
and fence-rails now being frazzled, i^edded and 
mangled into breakfast foods, he will earn the 
undying gratitude of that great army at present 
engaged in devouring anything that comes green 
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packaged and musically-nained out of Battle 
Creek; 

Can arrange the extinction of the Great Ameri-- 
can PrunOt ^'^ will make himself mighty solid 
with the National Guild of Boarding-house 
Patrons. 

A Day on a Farm 

The haggard urbanitOi who had arrived fhe 
night beforoi roused from his heavy slumbers and 
tiptoed to the window, afraid lest one breath of 
the pure country air escape him, one g^pse of 
the peaceful, quaint countryside fail his eye. 
He desired especially to observe the beauty of 
the sunrise between the ancient, wood-knobbed 
gate-posts at the end of the avenue. The sun 
was there all right, but in place of the ancient 
gate-posts, Cytherian Venus and Apollo Belve- 
dere in unblushing marble stood upon either 
side of the entrance. Great foddernshocks filled 
the background. 

The siature-seeker dressed and slipped down- 
stairs to drink and bathe at the old spring. He 
had been dreaming about that old spring, with 
its mossy stones and mint and broken gourd- 
dipper for months; but now he found flie thing 
encased in a Siamese pagoda of a summer 
house gleaming with lavender bam-paint, witii 
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the Prohibition party platform stencflled hi Latin 
above tiie entrance. Inside were silver faucets, 
Cream-of-Olympus toQet-soap and a plumber 
who had forgotten his tools. 

The city man sighed and strode down to the 
bam to observe the milking. The old red bam, 
with its toppling lightning-rod and torn, flapping 
lithographs of the grand entry scene in the Forty 
Marvellous Showsi was gone — replaced by a 
building that resembled a Queen Anne cottagOi 
with a dormer window for each of the mules and 
kine. Demure damsels in clinging Directoire 
gowns extracted the milk from the cows. Where 
cuckle-burrs and Spanish thistles had clung te- 
naciously to the ravelled end of Bessie's tail, pink 
ribbons perched in love-knots. Cream-of-Barley 
and Eata-Corda-Wood filled the feed-boxes. 

The rest-seeker turned away and ambled to 
the house for breakfast 'Squire Skaggs, who 
the year before had read fourteen chapters of 
First Kings and prayed for fifteen minutes before 
the meali recited six lines from '^ Pippa Passes " 
and fell to. The menu consisted of shredded 
brain-foodi cocoa and some French dishes un- 
known to the urbanite. Dtuing the meal they 
discussed ^^ A Doll's House." 

After breakfast, the city man hunted for a 
soft spot on the new Venetian-iron fence and 
watched the plowing. The hired man, who had 
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changed tiie spelling of his name during fhe past 
year from Si to Cye, occupied the seat of the 
spick-spaui siz-^linder radng-plowi holding the 
lever in one hand and reading from ^^ Thorns and 
Orange Blossoms " held in fhe other. In another 
comer of the fieldi Buhdde Skaggs, home from 
tech. school, planted Burbank cauliflower-cocoa- 
nutSi aided by Emerson and Browningi fhe bay 
span. The 'Squire sat in the shade and pointed 
out flie weak lines in ^^ The Man with the Hoe." 

At nooui the urbanite went to the house for 
dinner; but the kitchen-maidSi who were resting 
in Yama-Yama negligOi laughed at him, saying 
that dinner was served at eight, and that he 
might get luncheon at two. When he showed 
up for luncheon they fed him codfish balls, cold 
snipe and Vichy water. 

That afternoon when he expressed a wish to go 
tol^the old swimmin' hole, they presented him with 
a changeable-silk bathing-suit in six flaming 
colors and the Misses Maia, Sallye and Jayne 
accompanied him in sedan-chairs to the new 
beach at WMcat Bend. Ropes were stretched; 
a new, smelly pine-board walk glistened, and 
Deacon Duncan's boy from across the hollow 
sold carved-cane souvenirs. 

At dinner the family appeared in correct evening 
attire, and the twins, Plato and Sappho, laughed 
at the urbanite's flannel suit until they choked 
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on fhe lobster a la Newburg. The city man had 
to tip the new waiter from Nice to S4.85 before 
getting a bite to eat: 

After dinner, they gathered in the conserva- 
toiy — once the parlor. The Fodder-Ridges and 
the Ben D' Avisos ran over in their new roadsters 
and there were music and bridge. The urbanite 
asked for ^^ The Turkey in the Straw '^ and got 
Anheuser's Reveiy in Three Flats ; desired ^' The 
Fox and fhe Hounds " and listened to Salome. 
He strolled into the great hall to read fhe em- 
broidered Bible texts and found ^^ Do It Now " 
and a picture of Eve hanging out fhe family wash- 
ing. Rambling into the conservatory he looked in 
vain for the old, red-plush albtun and the conch- 
shells. There were only a tapering glass vase 
covered with dgar-bands and *^ Three Weeks.'' 

The city man was glad when fhe hour of a aon. 
arrived and the fashionables departed. As the 
last of the gay party vanished in a swirl of attar 
of roses and French persiflage, he turned with a 
sigh to where the 'Squire sat trying to finish 
^^ The Princess Vanessa " before tattoo. 

<< Good-night, 'Squire," he murmured in Espe- 
ranto, the 'Squire replied in first-rate Volapuk. 

Next morning the city man left the vales and 
the dales where the Country Conmiission had ap- 
plied the Rural-Uplift and made his way back to 
Broadway. He found it a very slow thoroughfare. 
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" Mr. Speaker — is my hat on straight? " — 
Haidea queij of Buffragette M. C. 

"What in Sam Hill's the matter with Con- 
gress? " — Title of editorial leader in The Bung- 
town Bazoo. 

*' Protection for infant industries! " — Slogan 
of Rubber-nippte and Go-Cart Trusts. 

"Dcmt give up the ship subsidy!" — Last 
words of a dying industry. 



POLITICAL 

The Parties 

Republictn: Devoted to the protection at in- 
faat Industries, such as steel, cril and cotton, and 
to the gold, or Gould, standard. Also to the great 
tenure-of-office principle, for which it is willing 
to spend a barrel in every campaign. Conducts 
the famous Tmminiity Baths near Hell-with-Uie- 
lid-off, Pittsburg, where Indiscreet and super- 
acquisitive coundlmen may be made whiter than 
snow. Also known as the G. O. P., signifying 
" Got our pie." Symbol, the elephant, typifying 
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the dimensions an infant industry may attain 
when sufficiently protected. 

Democratic: A partyi wliicti having been with- 
out the pie-works for some years, has been forced 
to take second-choice of campaign issues. Demo- 
crats are of the gold, silver, Jeffersonian, Jack- 
sonian, imperialistic, anti-imperialistic, pitchfork, 
populistic, conservative and yellow-dog varieties. 
Most democrats prefix the word anti- to flieir 
names, meaning ^* It's about time." Symbol, the 
donkey, a long-eared beast capable of producing 
more noise than anything outside of Lincoln, 
Nebraska. 

Prohibition: A blue-ribboned band engaged 
in extending the bounds of the Great American 
Desert The Prohibitionists have already suc- 
ceeded in bleaching the noses of the Kentucky 
Colonels and in lengthening to the vanishing 
point the intervals between clinks of the 
gubernatorial fiUigons along the Carolina bor- 
der. 

Populist: A fast-d3ing race once flourishing 
west of the Mississippi and noted for its strenu- 
ous objection to the patronizing of barber shops. 
The populists kept up a thunderous, Pefferian 
rumbling in the mid-West until the tide of pros- 
perity forced them to desist in order to devote 
the proper time to the pianolas, automobiles, dia- 
mond tiaras and cancelled mortgages that began 
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to come flieir way. Succeeded by the insur- 
gentSi who are making things hmn merrily. 

Sodalist: A band of wide-eyed Utopians who 
have mastered the principles of grand division. 
Socialists have a theology distinctly their own, 
in that fliey prefer to have their heaven upon 
earth. Closely afliliated with that great, con- 
glomerate, ancient and more or less honorable 
order, the Brotherhood of Man. Socialists are 
long of theory and hair, but short of practice and 
funds. 

SufEiagettes: The better half of politics. De- 
voted to the ranging of flie ballot-box along with 
the band-box, the work-basket and the reticule. 
Emblem, ithe hat-pin, for which the rolling-pin 
may be substituted in case of need. 



The Campaign 

The following is the usual method of conduct- 
ing a political campaign in this country: 

First, flie great, common people meet in dis- 
trict conventions at Jayville, Cob Centre and 
Squashton, where, after listening to the staccato 
screeching of the American eag^e, fliey proceed 
to nominate certain delegates to the national 
convention, said delegates having already been 
selected by black-mustached, gorgeous-vested 
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gentlemen holding council in a small, upper 
room. 

Hie delegates to the national convention having 
assembledi the battle of credentials is fought and 
all those not satisfactory to the chairman and 
his friends are thrown out by the sergeant-at- 
arms. A beautifully altruistic and promising doc- 
ument called a platform is then adopted and some 
honorable gentleman from New York or Ohio is 
nominated for President 

After the convention adjourns a general cam- 
paign of education and distribution is inaugu- 
rated. The eagle is set screaming again; Ger- 
man bands murder Sousa in the street; the 
whiskey trust reports business of the best At 
the last minute before the polls open, the news- 
papers begin to print intimate and unsavory de- 
tails of the life, habits and crimes of the afore- 
said honorables from New York and Ohio. 

The real battle is fought at the polls. Here the 
policOi using their riot clubsi sort out carefully 
the freemen and patriots from the unregenerate 
and unfit At the close of the polls, announce- 
ment is made as to the party which has suc- 
ceeded in obtaining the most stuflbig. The 
winners then proceed to Tom and Jerry's Place 
for purposes of celebratioui the losers going along 
for purposes of condolence. Next day American 

freemen may be seen rolling peanuts arotmd the 
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block and climbing telegraph poles minus their 
raiment, in the paying off of election wagers. 

On the Fourth of March the President is in- 
augurated in the midst of a record-breaking sleet 
storm, after which the multitude disperses to the 
pneumonia hospitals and the undertakers. 

Ftom the Suffragettes' Gazette 

A mere husband should not be permitted to 
read the pink sporting supplement for more than 
ten minutes on any evening. If he sputters out 
before the children that the umpire is a robber 
or that all the pugs are dead ones since John L. 
quit, the sheet should be immediately taken from 
him. A profitable two hours may then be spent 
by instructing him in the Great Cause. 

A man required as much time in the making as 
the sea and all the fishes therein; a man lied in 
the temple about money and gave his name to a 
club of monumental prevaricators — all men — 
whose magnificent accomplishments embroiled a 
nation; a man failed to touch second base and 
lost New York the pennant. Does anyone dare 
say we are not as well qualified to vote as these? 

If an insignificant man offers you a seat in a 
car, instead of thanking him shout ^^ Votes for 
womeni"; if one of the creatures whispers in 
your ear ^^ I love you, Gladys," cry back at him 
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" Then vote for votes for women I " ; if one steps 
oa your ti^lii^ skirt, hat-pin him on the spot, and 
ciy aloud, " This thing denies votes to womeni " 

Every suffragette should provide herself vith 
one of the new three-foot, needle-point hat-pins 
for use in riots, howling mobs and demonstra- 
tions. This is about the only point a mere man Is 
capable of understanding. 

The advisory committee has drawn up the 
folloiring plan of campaign to be followed until 
we get our rights. Large, hanging-garden hats 
will be worn at the theatre, the purple plumes to 
be bobbed maddeningly about durkg the death, 
proposal and saw-mill rescue scenes. Husbands 
will be required to be present on all shopping 
expeditions. Stem-browed, tenorist mothers-in- 
law will be brought In from Rabbit Centre and 
told the worst. The minister will be invited to 
dinner twice a week and flie neighbors called in 
for bridge on the other evenings. 

U your husband returns home at one o'clock 
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a. m., compel him to walk along the devious maze 
of the figure in the Samarcand rug. If he meets 
this test successfully, have him to repeat the 
Apostle's Creed backward or translate the first 
chapter of Caesar. He will be sure to fall down 
on one of these, which will demonstrate the in- 
feriority of the sex. 

Don't give up; nag, cajole, henpeck, coquet 
— then votel 
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" Dear pa: It will require seventy-five dollars* 
worth (tf trigonometries to keep me going this 




month. Send money at once." — From the 
Letters of Si Holloway, of Amherst, to his father 
at Dobbs Crossing. 

" The American people are the best educated 
on earth," — Admissions ai a Fourth of July 
Orator. 
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<< Learn short-story writing by maiL Ploai^- 
boys transformed into Eiplings and cook-ladies 
given tlie golden touch of Laura Jean Libbey. 
Write now." — Advertisement of a correspond- 
ence school. 

" Beyond the Alps lies Italy.'' — Startling dec- 
laration of sweet girl graduate. 
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EDUCATIONAL 

It is generally conceded that American educa- 
tion and pedagogy are entitled to the same pre- 
eminence as the American hog, the American 
oil-can and the American dollar. There are 
schools of every conceivable description ranging 
from the little red schoolhouse *to the university 
with tainted endowment, teaching all arts from 
tonsorial to histrionic, releasing each spring a 
great tide of stem-browed| young sages who toil 
a while at the re-shaping of continentSi human 
laws and racial conditionSi then turn suddenly to 
the plowi the yardstick and the cradle. 

Statistics show that one in every fifteen Ameri- 
can citizens is a Professor. There are more 
Professors in the United States than there are 
Colonels, Doctors, Reverends, Esquires and 
Honorables. ^'Professor" was once a title of 
tremendous distinction. Latterly, however, it 
has come to be applied to our leading chiropodists, 
horse doctors, whiskey-testers, sleight-of-hand 
performers, patent medicine vendors, hypnotists, 
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magic lantern operators and owners of country 
rit^ts for the sale of patent chums.* 

Classification of Institutions 



The Kindergarten is a co-operative nursery 
where the young student is first imbued with the 
idea that there are other *' papa's pets'* and 
'^ mother's angel childs " in the world, and then 
taught the construction of paper barber-poles and 
the subfleties of a fat hen and a fat rat. 

The Common School is the great laboratory 
where our captains of industry are really self- 

* The following extract from the volume, " The South 
as I Misunderstc^ it/' by Senator Heybum, of Idaho, 
illustrates graphically the American tendency toward 
titles: 

" * One thing that impresses me very forcibly,' I re- 
marked to Colonel Tatterby Jones, ' is the fact that so 
many of your townsmen are ^ven honorary titles. I sup- 
pose all of them have won distinction in some line of en- 
deavor? ' 

" * Oh yes,' assented the Colonel, pointing to the group 
on the saddler's bench. * There's Professor Dink Turner, 
who is the best horse-doctor and writin' school teacher 
in this county; General Ab Skeeters, on the end there, 
was bom on the same day as Stonewall Jackson; Honor- 
able Zeke Beeler has been coroner and deputy constable 
for years and years; Judge Ham Byers gives out the 
prizes on yearlin' calves at the Siwash County Fair every 
fall reg'lar as hay-time; Senator Hank Botts is declared 
by competent judges to resemble Abraham Lincoln: Colo- 
nel Livingstone Clay was bom in Kentucky, and Captain 
Eph Skaggs conducts the ferry-boat on Tom Cat Creek 
wnen"the water gets high in tree molasses time. Oh, they 
ain't no town fer its size that's got more real distinguished, 
titled citizens than Cobville, I reckon.' " 
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made. Here they pick up a smattering of state 
capitals and past perfect tenses, a somewhat 
more extensive knowledge of the elements of 
pi^r-wad trajectory and the rudiments of senti- 
ment and sex, also acquiring a disposition to 
stump the old man at nij^t with co-sines and 
exercises in decimal fractions. 

The High School imparts the beginnings of 
punting, tackling and going around the end. At 
the close of this work, the student takes his first 
squint over the Alpine barrier into Italy. 



C^LLIEQE 




The College trains him thoroughly in the finer 
traits of buU-dogs, the proper circumference of a 
trouser-leg, the limit for keeping a Phi Delta 
Yellta initiate under water without drowning, 
the proper color scheme for hatbands, the angle 
for holding a pipe in the mouth, the art of out- 
yelling a Comanche and the knack of cramming 
sufficient PUny, calcuhis and higher English in a 
nis^t to make 75 per cent. At college the student 
also acquires llie element of appeal in literature, 
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tbrough constant practice upon his fattier, tbe 
home treasurer. 

The University is the grown-up college. Many 
Americans '^ finish " in the German universities 
on account of the superior advantages afforded 
in the courses of duelling and toast-drinking. 



The Universities 

The University of Chicago is a lakeside labora- 
tory from whence issue periodical explosions in 
the way of startling theories of lifOi protoplasm, 
higher criticism and other forms of intellectual 
advertising. This institutioui founded by Mr. 
Rockefelleri bestows the degree of Doctorer of 
Laws. The yell is: 



IC 



Oil-cans and linoleumi 
Up goes crude petroletun. 
What care we — what care we? 
We're the wards of King Jawndee I " 



Yell and Hahvahd are to the American F. F. V. 
what Oxford and Cambridge are to our cousinsi 
Reggie and Algernon. 

The University of Syracuse is another philan- 
thropic child of Standard Oil. Presided over by 
Chancellor Day, who has established a special 
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course leading to tiie degree, D. R. (Damnatus 

Rooseveltus). 

West Point Is a military institution on tlie banks 
of the Hudson, where the sons and grandsons 
of our famous generals are put throu^ a four 
years' ordeal of hazing. If they survive, they are 
wrapped in gold lace and khaU and sent fortb 
to.Beek the bubble fame at the cannon's mouth. 

Annapolis is an acaden^ for the putting of sea- 
legs upon the scions of oar best inland families. 




After graduating tiiey are ^ven command over 
the 36,000-ton, Si8,ooo,ooo peacemakers. 

Vassar, Bryn Mawr and Smith are suffragette 
institutions bestowing the degree of M. M. (Mas- 
ter of Men). The yell: 



" Hat pins, rolling pins* ribbons and stays, 
Puffs and fluffs* rats and plaits, fashion and 
craze. 

Votes for women I" 
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Tuskegee The Cambridge of fhe Dark Belt. 
Bestows the degreoi M. B. (Manipulator of ^the 
Bones). Yell: 

" Four-leven-forty-fouri 
Come seven — jess once more. 
Next gent 1" 

Correspondence Schools 

The correspondence school industry is a big 
thing in America these days. By enrolling him- 
self as a student in one of these institutionSi the 
stay-at-home can readily learn to write the great 
American novel, to dim forever the lustre and 
gloiy of Booth and Barrett, to pilot a street-car, 
to shampoo without halting the conversation, 
to tune pianos, build bridges, speak Esperanto, 
or cultivate his soul of souls. 
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PERIODICALS AND LITERATURE 

'^ The pen is muckier than the sworcL'' — Lam- 
entations of an Investigated Billionaire. 

^^ A drop of ink may make a millionaire think.'' 
— Ftom Lincoln St^ens' Shame of the Unde- 
sirables. 

"Good Towser — nice Towser — thafs a 
pretty doggie — who-o-opi " — Revery of a ven- 
dor of subscription literature upon entering pre- 
cincts of a farmhouse. 

'' AU the news thatni stand red hik.** — Motto 
of New York Evening Thunder-dap. 



105 



PERIODICALS AND LITERATURE 

Periodicals 

The latest census figures disclose the fact 
that there are somethiag like 25,000 periodicals 
published in the United States of America, ran- 
ging from the adipose-with-advertising, doUar- 
a-word Muckrakers' Monthly to the Frogtown 
Vindicator with a table of contents embracing 
the Sardis news-letter, the account of the power- 
ful revival at Hickory Bend and the editorial 
leader urging new hands for the clock in the 
courthouse tower. 

Among the more notable periodicals are the 
following: 

The Congressional Record: One of the lighter, 
more frivolous dailies, published at Washington, 
D. C, under the auspices of the New England 
delegation. This periodical has made a tremen- 
dous hit through the publication of a fascinating 
serial entitled ** On the Trail of the Czar; or the 
Insurgent's Revenge." 
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The Outlook: A weekly news-review asso- 
ciated-edited by a big stick) a campaign hat and a 
pdr a! teeth.* . 

* A veracioua eire-witness thiu describea the procesi of 
rejectine a maDUBcript proSered by hand &t the editorial 
offices of The Outlook: 

The long-haired, dreamy-eyed man, who had waited 
patiently for davs in the outer offices of The Outlook, had 
at last obtidnea eotnuice to the lanctuin. Pulling Ha 
io8 
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The Aflantic Monfhly: A sprightly, literaiy 
monfhly devoted to the production of exciting 
border tales and detective romance of the class 
consumed without fletcherization by the district 
messenger boy. It was in this journal that the 
masterpieces of the late Colonel Prentiss Ingra- 
ham, Nick Carter and Buffalo Bill first appeared. 

The Ladies' Home Journal: A Philadelphia 
periodical of wide influence in boudoir, nursery 
and sewing circles, edited by the only living male 
authority on the correct way to braid a Psyche, 
the proper manner of holding a curling-iron and 
how to be happy though nagged and rolling- 
pinned. 

The Commoner: A political weekly published at 
Lincoln, Nebraska, which has won a place in 

predouB manuscript from his pocket, he approached the 
desk of the Associate Editor. 

"This exquisite nature poem," he confided, "is the 
tender, plaintive legend of a white hippopotamus that 
used to sing ' The Star-Spangled Banner ' every Fourth 
of July, of a cMmpanzee that learned to read through 
sleeping with its h^ui upon a blue-backed spelling-book, 
and of a porcupine who could tell jokes bristling with 
fine points — " 

with an inarticulate ^wl of passion, the Associate 
Editor arose, bit a large piece from the pale cheek of the 
poet, slammed hun over the head with a bi^ stick and 
threw him from the eighteenth floor of the building upon 
the heads of a number of undesirable malefactors m the 
street below. 

" Rejected with thanks,'' murmured the Associate 
Editor, as he turned to his work of fonetidng the adver- 
tising pages. 
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American literature because of its great serial, 
** I would rather be President than a Chautauqua 
Orator," begun in 1896 and to be concluded prob- 
ably about the year 1950. 

Books 

The bulk of our Best-Sellers are produced 
along the banks of the Wabash in Indiana, in 
which State the tourist need not be surprised to 
find a spring bard shovelling snow from the 
front-steps nor to discover a realist piloting a 
pay-as-you-enter-street-car into a loaded coal- 
wagon. 

Statistics demonstrate that the average Ameri- 
can spends a trifle more per annum for books than 
for mucilage, hair oil, curry combs, flax-seed or 
poultice plasters. 

Carefully compiled data shows that the typ- 
ical American family library, or five-foot shelf of 
books, consists of the following-named volumes : 

Mother, Home and Heaven. 

The Standard Horse Guide. 

Family Bible (with family tree in pale ink). 

Peck's Bad Boy. 

Drummers' Yams Nos. i, 2 and 3. 

Pearls of Precious Promise. 

School Dictionary. 

Discovery of the North Pole. 
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White House Cook Book. 
Ruilmai by *^ The Duchess." 

Book Agents 

The distribution of subscription literature 
among the great masses is entrusted to a voluble, 
magnetic and diplomatic race called book can- 
vassers. 

The following extract from The Book-Agents' 
Bazoo, the national organ of these entrancing 
conversationalists, indicates clearly the most 
successful methods of book-selling: 

The suave, smiling, well-groomed young man 
bowed before the busy banker. 

** Sir, you have been selected as one of the 
fourteen most distinguished men in America for 
the bestowal of a signal honor," he announced. 

<< Indeed," responded the banker, much im- 
pressed. 

^^ It is only because of the prestige that your 
great name would bring us that The Literary- 
Bargain-Sale Company is enabled to make you 
this offer," continued the visitor. 

<< Oh I " murmured the banker, suspiciously. 

^^I have here," continued the visitor, deftly 
unrolling a six-colored, gilt-lettered bundle, ^^a 
set of the writings of Edgar Conan Caine, em- 
bracing the world's masterpieces of Black Hand, 

XXX 



irftden, tmdeqiroimd, hobgoUIn, uulyticalt 
ihake-and-fhudder flcdin, botmd iu oQve h^ipo- 
potunu sUn, freG]de-«dges, dUmond-dust tops, 
blood^tilnMl tttfe-pagest hand HWwed,H>titched, 
-Iiemmed and -fdeated* Blgaedj coootendgaed 
n nd yttuDbnutdwd t^ the anthoTi aod — " 

"I see}** gnnried the banket angri!;, "you 
vant me to bay some hotAa." 

** Ko indeed*" denied flie visitor, with indigna- 
tion. " Gtow could you lUnk sucli a tliingl AU 
that is desired is that you attach your honored 
signature to this slip <tf pty)er, agreeing to pay the 
small sum of four dollars per month for 102 
months, irtiich entitles you to ten years' sub- 
Bcr^tion to Culture's Weal%, a pair of hand- 
painted suspenders, a tour of the MoliaTe Desert, 
a picture of Plerpont Morgan cros^ng the Harlem 
river, a Jqtanese Umono pattern, an accident 
policy providing complete insurance against fall- 
ing airships, Brooklyn baby-carriage runaways 
and the deadly hat-i^ peril, a collecdon of 4316 
different kinds of trading stamps, a bottie ai 
Quack's Quick QulveM^eter, and a recipe for 
baldness fbat would have made BUI ITye look like 
the mid man from Sumai^Jiosli ^tiiin a week. 
The books are an absolute gift, sir — a testimo- 
nial of the worth of your name to us." 

The banker signed the slip, with a dgh of true 
appredation. 
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Mon from the Book Agents* Bazoo 

A new record for the ioo-7ard dash for book 
canvassers was achieved recently b; an Iowa 
agent, whO) iriille handicapped with a half-dozen 
sample copies of " Lives of Famous Onmgemen," 




easily distanced a bloodhound starting at scratch 
from the " Welcome " door-mat of a Mrs. 
Michael Mona^^ban, of Coun^ Kerry, Ireland. 
The best previous record was held by a can- 
vasser vrtio attempted to sell " The niustrated 
Story of Japan and the Japanese " to a lady at 
Tnsno, CaUfomla. 
Robber stui^ blotting ttw words, "Dr. 
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Cook »* — " intrepid Brooklyn eiplorer »» — ** I- 
took-a-«hoo " and substituting therefor, '* Com- 
mander Peaiy" — "resolute naval officer'' — 
" Matthew Henson/' for sale cheap at this office. 
By the use of these stamps unsold copies of 
" Deeds and Achievements of Polar Explorers '' 
may be readily disposed of. 

Use tact Don't insult a barber by endeavor- 
ing to sell him " The Gentle Art of Conversation 
Made Easy ; " nor a plumber by exhibiting " How 
to Acquire Fortune in Three Weeks." The 
chances are that they wrote the very books you 
are selling. 

The dog may be man's best friend, but as yet 
this faithful animal is utterly unable to appreciate 
the great truths of history, literature, biography, 
letter-writing and etiquette. There ought to be 
some means devised of teaching dogs to read. 

The enterprising, wide-awake book-agent has 
certainly learned by this time that, since the 
great movement in rural uplift began, there is a 
greater demand for " Confessions of a Sioux Falls 
Widow " and the works of Emile Zola than for 
" The Standard Horse Guide, Letter Writer and 
Pilgrim's Way to Heaven." 

A prospectus should be tucked up the sleeve 
or secreted beneath the flaps of the coat until 
the lady of the house has been set guessing with 
^^ Madam, are you interested in the problem of 
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how to be happji wealthji healthy and beautiful 
on two cents a day? " or *^ If you could bring the 
starry spaces of the heavens, the jungles of 
Mombasa and the dim and misly reahns of the 
past to your door for S3.75, would you do it? " 
The prospectus is then jerked from its hiding 
place and unrolled with a kaleidoscopic flash, 
disclosing the plates, ^* Scene on the Oronoco " 

— " Proper Position for Proposing " — " Christ 
before Pilate " — ^< Horse HI with Glanders" 

— << Childhood's Happy Hour," ete^ ete. Signa- 
tures may then be secured leisurely for the three- 
quarters levant edition at Sz down and Sz a 
month for the next thirteen years. 
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« Look on this picture, then oo that" — Txom 
an anti-fat advertiseinent. 

" See die Death-Defying, Space-Slaughtering 
Tintorelll Troupe of One Hundred Aerial Ar- 
tistes I" — Unes from the billboard beautifica- 
tion of an American metropolis. 
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** What k art? " — The eternal qoestioa that 
pot Am Sffafaiz out of business. 

** Wham you take for the origiiial manuscript 
tl the Bo^irii Constitution? " — Queiy of Silas 
'm, Amoricao tnUionaire, at an audience 
KGeocieV. 
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ART 

Broadly speakingi all Americans are artists — 
or artistes. Among the principal varieties are 
tonsorial, culinaryi chiropodiCi slapstick, veteri- 
naryi booze, chalk, fistic, hypnotic, trapeze and 
dumb-bell. Moreover America is rapidly becom- 
ing the art centre of the world, as our public- 
spirited oil, steel and breakfast-food Ungs con- 
tinue to strip the musty European galleries of 
Rembrandts, Corots and Milton manuscripts. 
As examples of the truest phases of our national 
art may be cited the life insurance calendars, the 
colored supplements of the Sunday papers and 
the talking-machine advertisements in the back 
pages of the monthly magazines. 

Some Manifestations of the National Art 

Spirit 

One of the most notable ideas recentiy ad- 
vanced for national beautification is the proposal 

of Jos. 6. Cannon to convert the Ci^itol at Wash- 
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ington into a twenty-story sky-piercer. While it 
might be ttiat the stacking of the Singer Buildhig 
on one wing andrthe Metropolitan enormity on 
the other would tend to overshadow the dome in 
the centre, still the suggestion has the merit 
of economy and real Americanism. 

Another noteworthy manifestation of this public 
spirit occurs at Niagara FallSi where the great, 
tumultuous, coarse and ugly cataract has been 
converted into dozens of beautiful rivulets trick- 
ling dizzily from the back ends of Hashed Hominy 
and Queen of Oats factories lining the banks of 
the river. 

The profitless, cool, green stretches within our 
urban Umits, heretofore abandoned to romping 
children and lounging vagabonds, are now being 
generally utilized for the construction of immense 
billboards, decorated with excellent representa- 
tions of dollar watches, safety razors and bottles 
of hair tonic in the vivid combinations of the rain- 
bow and bearing the inscriptions, *^No cure, 
no pay," ^^ Fortunes made raising squabs," and 
^^Ask the man!" 

The heights of our majestic skyscrapers are 
being utilized for the display of immense, beauti- 
fully-tinted, intermittently-flashing reproductions 
of the American hammerless revolver, fountain 
pen, sugar-cured ham and beer bottle. Indeed 
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Ou enterprismg artists of advertiidng agents 
pcomise to display these upon the cloads veqr 
soon, thus nuMng one grand, aerial, nocturnal 
national art gallery. 

In line vith the great billboard movement is 
the proposed plastering of the Palisades of the 
Hudscm River with such strictly and essentially 
American legends as "There's a reasoot** 
** ChOdrea ciy for it " and " Agents wanted.*^ 




THE STAGE 

" All the world's a S-T-A-G-E." — George M. 
Cohan in Mr. Yank from Yankton. 

"Saved I " — Cry of the Noble Engineer in 
rescue scene of The Night Rider's Daughter. 

" Farewell — America! " — Annual announce- 
ment and catch phrase of the Divine Sarah. 

" Fortune in Jewels Disappears I " — Menda- 
cious Memoirs of a Press Agent 
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THEATRICAL 

The theatrical profession in America embraces 
many thousands of followers, including stars of 
the first, second, third and fourth dimensions, 
angels, pony ballets, golden-voiced tenors, stage 
carpenters, monologists, conductors, ticket spec- 
ulators, end men and chalkface and blacldace 
artistes. This estimate does not include unen- 
gaged pedestrian exponents of the drammer who 
may have been between stations at the time. 

A profession closely allied to the dramatic is 
that of press agency. These unstinted and un- 
limited fictionists are recruited from the Snake 
Editors' Propaganda, an auxiliary of the Ananias 
and Munchausen Clubs. Their function is to 
magnify the prima donna's salary, pilfer her 
diamond tiaras, engage her to nabobs and maha- 
rajahs and embroil her with the management over 
the size of the type in her name on the billboards. 

The theatrical profession is distinctly highly 
paid. Salaries range from ei^teen dollars a 
week for the fluffy-ruflSers on the front row to ten 
tiiousand a week — press-agent currency — for 
flie lady whose dressing room is too smidL 
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The stage gets its recruits from many widely 
varying sources. Many of our best histrionic 
artists were formerly heavy-| middle-, light-, 
feather- and bantam-weight champions. Others 
batted .343 and covered a world of ground in their 
time for the Giants. Still others graduated to 
the stage from our most interesting and diverting 
divorce and murder trials. The schools of acting 
have contributed nobly. A numerous element 
comes to the stage by descent from their grand- 
mothers in the second row. 

Classification 

The gradations of histrionism in America are 
as follows: 

Opera: A form of vocal hysterics, embellished 
by fire-music and drum-thunder, and rendered at 
a dollar a word in French and Italian by the 
Mediterranean Peril. Opera has heretofore been 
conducted at a loss, but it is hoped that the for- 
mation of a new minor league for one-night 
stands will adjust matters satisfactorily. 

The Legitimate : The straight offering, relating 
mainly to graft, divorce, dope and the seventh 
commandment. 

Vaudeville: The lightsome miscellany pro- 
vided for the delectation of the playgoer who 
refuses to take his drammer headachily. A hap- 
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idly instmctive hodge-podge of Siamese twlnB* 
Salome contortionists, lady mind-readers, rock- 




ing-chair girls, clarinetists, Tentriloquists and 
miajdTig links. 

Melodrama: The tense and lachrymose offer- 
ing devoted to the righting of wrong and to the 
pnirVing (tf ^e galleries. Affords a magniflcent 
opportunity for the mtroduction of realistic head- 
on collisions, mine explosions, wireless teleg- 
xaphy rescues, race riots and conflagrations. 

Mutical comedy: A chromatic lingerie show 
pot to Cohanistic mumc. 



Plan ci Hoose 

The modem theatre is a vast, hollow structure 
surrounded hy ents and embellished wlttiin and 
without by gUded reproductions of Venus, Eve, 
Cleopatra, Juno and the other undressed lovdi- 
nesses of fiie licensed past 
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The stage, ^ere most of tiie noise is made, 
is at the rear of the house. Just in front of the 
stage is the orchestra, a long-haired, fierce- 
mustachioed collection of foreign gentlemen ra- 
diating symphony, temperament and lager. 

The boxes at each side of the stage are for 
conversational purposes and the display of gem- 
maiy. 

The galleries are reserved for the peanut- 
eating gods, who are necessary to hold the villain 
in check. Before the theatre is a space allotted 
by the management to the ticket speculators. 
The stage door is a private exit where the sons 
and grandsons of our millionaires dally in order 
to see if the note was delivered. 

Elevation of the Stage 

The progress and present high tone of the 
drama in America is indicated by the following 
list of attractions now running in New York: 

<< Three Shrieks," at the Problematic. 

<< Chu Wrag, the Highbmder's Daughter,'' at 
the Melodramatic. 

'* The Scarlet Letter,'' at the Audadous. 

" The Scarlet Woman," at the Salacious. 

'^The Dopester," at the Pharmaceutical. 

" Kidnapped by Coyotes," at the Ten-Twent- 
Thirt 
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SPORT 



" Lean on the ball, O my Honus I " — Shake- 
speare's Comedy <^ Errors. 

"Lady Alize also ran." — Epitaph over the 
remains of a tuif-patron's hundred-dollar bill. 

"I — I — I — I — I — " — Song of the Cham- 
pion Heavyweight. 

" O, you robber I " — Yfar-crj d the onfanged 
bleachers. 



SPORTS 
Baseball 

Baseball is truly called the national game. 
It is played by eighteen young men and a masked, 
half-blindi prejudiced, ivory-headed highway- 
man called an umpire. The spectators, termed 
*'fans," range themselves in a million-dollar, 
three-story, concrete grandstand and pass the 
dull interludes of the game by swilling ginger 
ale and sarsaparilla and hurling the empty bottles 
at the arbiter. 

The baseball season begins in the early spring 
with the announcement that the stars of the pre- 
vious season will not play this year unless paid 
more money than the Vice-I^esident of the 
United States. This is followed by the statement 
that, inasmuch as the management has unearthed 
unbelievably phenomenal material from the 
Inter-Mountain Scrub League, the stars can go 
hang. After the public has thrilled over these 
statements the team is taken to the Gulf Coast, 
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irtiere it is soon demonstrated that the remaining 
seven clubs in the league are to be sincerely 
{dtied. In April the actual playing season begins, 
a regrettable feature of the attendant excitement 
being the inevitable wave of mortality among the 
aged grandmother class. As the season pro- 
gresses, hard luck, the imipire and the spikes of 
the opposii^ teams exert their resistless influ- 
ences. Early in October the team, taking a spurt 
most auspicious for next season, finishes seventh 
with a percentage of .343. Bets for place and 
pennant are paid. The cry of the chrysanthe- 
mum footbalUsts is heard on the campus. The 
ompire is dead! Long live the referee t Goalt 

Football 

FDottMit U a. spedei of wufuet mged opoa 
ttie athletic Adds of our edn^tlaul liitfitiitkas 
bj twmty^^wo long-juirad, mud-fdutend, tmiMl' 
and aimned demi-coda, flw object of irtikh la 
to fence a leaflut ban fltroogh ttw oppoalng Uueat 
if it overcnwda die eiBeiiieiicy luMidtil to do it*- 

The football fleoaon b^^ in October and tor^ 
minates on tiie last Tbonday In Novembeit on 
i^ch date the survivors give tiumks for being 
alive. 

The spectators at a football game, instead of 
shouting " MuttI " " Robberl " and " Trim your 



THE NONSENSICAL U.S. A. 

lanqts, you dununjrl" as in baseball, ciy 
"Rah, rahl" " SIss-sim-saxt " and "Wbo are 
we?" 




Radng 

A bOTse race is a competition wberein the 50 
to I shot on which you bad really intended pla- 
cing your money leaves the a to z plug you 
finally backed, at the post 

Racing is called the sport of kings, but the 
bookmakers get the most fun out <rf it. 

Pugilism 

A pugilistic bout Is an oratorical and fistic con- 
test for supremacy between two pugnacious, 
bullet-beaded gentlemen, in some Western city 
where tiie authorities construe a prize fight not 
to be a prize fight, for tlie possession of a belt, a 
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title, some hundred thousand simoleons of the 
realm and an interest in the motioa picture 
tights. 

The first step in a pugilistic coutest is the decla- 
ration of the aspirant to champioaship honors 
that the champion is a windbag, a has-been and a 
counterfeit. This is countered by the champion 
vith a statement that he wiil fight anybody on 
earth anywhere on earth for 09 7-8 per cent of 
the gate receipts. After eighteen months of 
this conversational rivahy, the proceedings are 
wound up by a few minutes of pummelling in a 
square ring, a hand-shake, a divide, and then 
, more loquacity. 

Pugilism is' more 
lucrative than arch- 
aeology, belles-let- 
tres or seismogra- 
phy, the average 
compensation of a 
heavyweight cham- 
pion being estimated 
at one dollar a word. 

Golf 

Golf is an im- 
portation from the 
land of the Mac's 
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and Campbells. It is played by our Presidents 
and oil billionaires over a quarter section of land 
called links, interspersed with locks, glens, firths 
and highlands. The object of the game is to 
force a rubber ball into a series of holes without 
swearing. 

A lank, freckled urchin called the caddy follows 
the golfer about for the purpose of hunting the 
balls and grinning at foozles. Caddies are also 
splendid substitute swearers for vicars and 
vesti]^en. 
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ARM7 AND NAVY 

««I will girdle the earth with sixteen battle- 
shipflu'' — Motto of the Secretary of the Navy. 

** Remember the Maine — to steer dear of 
the debris.'' — Warning to navigators issued 
by the Havana port authorities twelve years after 
the explosion. 

** There is something rotten in Chicago." — 
Round robin of the army of Santiago after dining 
on embalmed beef. 

« Into the city of Brownsville rode the Twenty- 
fifth Infantry." — Charge of the Dark Brigade. 
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THE NAVY 

The American navy, according to the late Admi- 
ral Evans, is the finest collection of cellulose, 
marksmanshipandSouthBethlehemsteelon earth. 
According to the Reuterdahl-Tumer Muckraking 
Syndicate, it is the rottenest. Meanwhile the 
great body who only stand and serve — and pay 
— are indined to agree with Fighting Bob, but 
hope that the market quotation on battteships 
will not advance above the eighteen-million mark. 

The naval building programme is roughly one 
28,000-ton, 2z-knot, Sz8,ooo,ooo super-Hread- 
nought to each Chautauqua oration of the Hon- 
orable Reckless Peril Hobson. 

The Fleet 

The battteships are used largely for national 
advertising purposes, being dispatched around 
the globe in squadrons of sixteen with orders to 
flaunt the starry flag (by permission of George 
M. Cohan) from Callao to Mandalay. Batfle- 
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ships also fonn very impressiye exhibits at our 
numerous world's fairs and are useful for parade 
purposes in welcoming home the great Amedcan 
hero. 

The cruisers are the cup-winners of the navy. 
In time of war they devote their speed and en- 
ergy to abolishing the enormous disparity be- 
tween the enemy's mercantile marine and our 
own. Cruisers are thus a kmd of negative ship 
subsidy. 

The gunboats form the light-draft mosquito 
fleet used to slide up the Yang-tse-kiang, Or- 
noco and other turbulent streams for the purpose 
of converting and civilizing the heathen. The 
gunboats compose the foreign missionaxy society 
of the navy. 

The subxnarines are the under-water pests of 
the navy. Some of the negotiations for their 
purchase and construction in the past| it is intl- 
matedi have been under the rose. 

THE ARM7 

The army is an organization of young men, 
recruited mainly from Podunk and Oshkosh, 
allowed to flourish on the fifty-seven varieties of 
the American bean, and forming the thin, drab 
line of defense of the nation. 

The army was formerly used for the purpose 
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of applying cracked ice, hot towels and a check 
rehi to Poor Lo and Young-Man-Deddedly- 
A£raid-to-Toil on the occasions of their jumping 
the reservation; but of late it has confined its 
attentions to the Boxers and the Sultan of Sulu. 

In time of war, the army is entitled to angel- 
foodi bright smiles and addresses of welcome; 
but in time of peace it has no business in the ball- 
room or at the vaudeville. 

The darkest aspect of the army is the Twenty- 
fourth and Twenty-fifth Infantry and the Ninth 
and Tenth Cavalryi running from faint lemonpeel 
to midnight sable. 

The State Militia 

The state guard forms the amateur auxiliary 
to the army. It is utilized in the fierce conflicts 
waged between our leading street-railway corpo- 
rations and the American Federation 61 Labor 
and in the quiet and orderly lynchings becoming 
so fashionable in this country. 

A Kentucky colonel is privileged to wear not 
to exceed four pounds of gold lace, to allow his 
nose to match the red guerdon of the artillery 
and to carry anything but water in his canteen. 
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" ^, my grandmother hath passed away." — 
Plaint oi the office-boy od the occatdon of a 
double-header on the home grounds. 

"Cracked ice, cracked icel All my presents 
foraboiriivonmy head!" — Lamentations of a 
GoodrFellow on the mom of the sbfli of Decem- 
ber. 

**ReMilTedt that I do not resotve." — Only 
new Tear Tesolation vsiranted to wittistand rip, 
Jag, tridzz and tear of the seasons. 

"I have nothing— absdute^r nofiiing — to 
wear." — Declaration of young American matron 
on flte day btf ore the Euter pageant. 
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THE HOLIDAY CALENDAR 

New Year's: The occasion selected by the 
American for the fonnation of impossible, ideal- 
istic resolutions intended to endure for twelve 
months, but invariably terminating anywhere 
between the 3rd and tfie zsth of January. All 
the comic weeklies agree in dedaring that the 
New Year's resolution is not to be taken seri- 
ously. 

Saint Valentine's: A day in February set apart 
for the exchange of filmy, rose-perfumed, heart- 
shaped messages between the temporarily de- 
ranged. Also dedicated by the great, anonymous 
public to the interchange of delicate compliments 
in the shape of eighteen-colored caricatures ac- 
companied by verses beginning **You blatant, 
red-nosed hypocrite," or ''If I had a mug like 
yours, I'd go hang myself." 

Washington's Birthday: The 22nd of February 
is generally observed as the anniversary of the 
first opponent of the doctrine of conservation as 
applied to cherry trees. 

Inauguration Day: The Fourth of March is a 
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quadrennial holiday in celebration of the deliver- 
ing of the nation from the hands of the rascally 
and thieving *^ ins.'' The Weather Bureau kmdly 
helps along the jollification by turning loose a 
blizzard. 

Saint Patrick's Day: This o'ccasion sacred to 
the o'memory o' th' Saint who rindered O'ireland 
shnakeless. A green shamrock in the lapel 
designates the o'true and o'f aithful. 

All Fool's Day: April ist is sacred to the prac- 
tical joker — the boat-rocker of the dog days 
and the didn't-know-it-was-loaded marksman of 
the year round. 

Opening Day: About April Z2th, the baseball 
season — so fatal to our maternal ancestors — 
opens. The occasion is celebrated by the pil- 
grimage of some fifty thousand bankers, butchers^ 
statesmen, peddlers, poets, motormen and boiler- 
makers to the ball park, where they spend the 
afternoon drinking pop and throwing their hats 
in the air or anathematizing the umpire, as the 
case may be. Estimated loss to business through- 
out the nation on this day, Si ,000,000. 

Easter: The pageant-day of the great god 
Dress. The mere-husband pays more attention 
to the day after Easter for the reason that it brings 
the bill, enabling him to ascertain whether he 
is to be forced into bankruptcy or merely volun- 
tary liquidation. 
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Independence Day: A feast-day of great ac- 
tivity in the hospitals and morgues. Eloquence 
on tap all day at Pumpkinville and Hay Centre. 
Double-headers eTerjrwhere. 'Ware grand- 
mother I 

Labor Day: On the first Monday in September 
the American Federation of Labor takes a day 
off and marches behind the band. (^»nd hop 
in the evening for flie benefit of fba strikers' 
fund. 

All Hallowe'en: The thirty-first of October is 
saaed to witchery and spookdom. Young men 
not sure of themselves will do well not to en- 
deavor to save gas for the old man on this occa- 
Biom 

Hianks^ving: A tou^ day on the turkey and 
the oyster, for the reason tiiat one gets it in the 
neck and the other is in the soup. Americans 
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give thanks on this day that a dollar will stDl btsy 
a pound of butter. 

Christmas: The anniversary of the birth of 
Christ; therefore celebrated most fittingly by 
super-indulgence along gastronomical and bibu- 
lous lines. An occasion for the exercise of whole- 
sale ruinous philanthropy upon the postman, 
washladyi barber-shop porter, janitory minister 
and venerable rich relative. 

About Christmas 

Christmas is a combination wake and Pttin's 
fireworks display, observed on the 2^ of De- 
cember in commemoration of Washington's 
crossing of the Delaware. The occasion is also 
celebrated by the Nuremberg Conmiercial Club 
as a means of boosting the Teddy Bear industry. 

In olden times, Christmas was celebrated by 
drinking the wassail bout, which was a variety 
of the three-pints-f or-five schooner. Nowadays 
the holiday is observed by the consumption of 
the horse's neck and the Martini, by the be- 
stowal of presents upon the washlady's littte boy 
and the barber-shop porter, and by the giving 
of the annual assemblies of the molders, truck- 
men and plasterers' apprentices. 

Christmas is especially looked forward to by 
the publishers, who arrange a lot of wreaths and 

148 



THE NONSENSICAL U.S. A. 



aldf^-bells around a 25-ceiit shortHrtoiy and sell 
it at S1.08. Christmas is also a festal occasloB 
with the doctors, who begin aliout AH Hallowe'en 
to prepare plum-pudding, mince-pie and turkey- 
dressing anti- 
dotes. 

It Is a very 
pretty custom at 
Christmas fes- 
tivities to SUfh 
pend a bunch of 
mistletoe firom 
the ceiling. 
This, however, 
leads to a con- 
gestion of the 
feminine ele- 
ment beneath ^^ 
the emblem, and 
most of the best 
people now do 
their Mmring be- 
hind the palms 
in the conserv*- 

Suggestions for Holiday Gifti 

A fitting gift from the wife to the husband Is a 
dainty toilet-set for the dresser or a gorgeous, 
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purple willow-plume. The husband may recip- 
rocate wifh a smoking cabinet or a billiard table. 

Mother may be given a burned-wood bread- 
tray or a monogrammed silver tea-kettle. This 
will encourage her to do the cooking and house- 
work while the girls are practising Chopin and 
copying Whistler. 

To a young man about to commit matrimony, 
present a chloroform bottle. To a young woman 
about to be married, give a set of Elinor Glyn and 
a pair of air-cushioned, dirigible IBat-irons. With 
the irons she can refieve the emotions stirred up 
by the literature. 

The baby would doubtiess i^predate a cake 
of tar soap, a few bachelor-buttons, a box of shoe- 
polish, or any other simple article tiiat fits handily 
into tiie mouth. 

It is considered bad taste to give money since 
tile **late'' depression. 

Don't send the President a bear. The Zoo is 
full now and the King of Abyssinia has just 
commenced. , 

Buy your presents yearty. 

Christmas Literature 

For housewives: The Swedish-Hibernian 
Who's Who: being a directory of all cook-ladies, 
culinary artists and range-queens of the royal 
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Celtic and Scandinavian lines, with sundry notes 
on giving notice, the entertainment of policemen, 
and Hie ethics of afternoons off. 

For ultimate consumers: Pearls of Precious 
Promise; or the Dawn of Hope in Hit 24th Cen- 
tury. 

For aviators: The Descent of Man (greatly 
abridged) 

For a nihilist friend: zooz Ways to Blow up 
the Czar; or Sic Duma Tyrannis. 

For English Cousins: The Fl]ring Dutchman; 
being the amazing, alarming and perturbing tale 
of how Zdppelin sailed the German Main, of how 
the Channel may be crossed any old night, and 
of the million Hamburgers waiting in London 
restaurants. 

For speed fiends: Old Steufli Bumps the 
Bumps; or what happened to a country con- 
stable who met a red racer in flie highway. 
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FRATERNAL ORDERS 





" Advance, brute, and walk me this dialk 
line I ** — Mrs. Joyner's challenge to husband le- 
tuming late fnun lodge. 

" Am 1 my brother's keeper? " — Frcon Cain's 
remarks on the occasion of the founding of the 
Ancient and Horrible Order of Fratricides. 

" Have another, suh? " — Password of the 
Redolent and Rubkund Tribe of Colonels. 

" We won't go home till m<nnin' I " — Drink- 
ing song (tf the Order of Good Fellom. 
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FRATERNAL 

The American is a joiner beyond compare. 
The average adult male belongs to nine benevo- 
lent and protective fraternal organizations^ three 
burial assessment societiesi two labor unions, 
two literary circlesi a debating club, a churchi a 
political party, a rooters' chorus, a piscatorial 
club, a board of trade and a citizens' association. 
He is thus assured of the love of his brethren, the 
salvation of his soul, a plentitude of fish, bait and 
Bourbon, a convenient excuse for absence from 
the family circle at night, a brass band at his 
funeral and a granite tombstone for the catalog 
of his virtues after death. Many of the great 
orders have gone to the length of organizing 
ladies' auxiliaries for the lulling to rest of any 
uncharitable suspicions as to the.benevolence, pro- 
tection and honorableness of the bodies under fire. 

Order of Procedure in Joining 

The successive stages of acquiring member- 
ship in a lodge are as follows: 
z. The candidate having filed his application, 
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a committee of members is appointed for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether he finds it 
cheaper to pay rent than to move monthly, whether 
he maltreats his wife or is the party maltreated, 
whether he knows when he has had enough, and 
just what is his rating with butcher, baker and 
candlestick maker. 

2. The committee reporting favorably and the 
candidate having been voted upon and accepted, 
he is immersed in a pool of bullock's blood and, 
with his hand upon his grandfather's thi^bone, 
made to swear that he mil never reveal. 

3. The candidate is then blindfolded and 
treated to 2,000 volts of electricity, signifying that 
he is purged of any desire to know more of his 
neighbor's dynamos. If he survives, he is made 
to walk barefooted upon red-hot plowshares, 
implying that, if he is not careful, his path in life 
will terminate in an awfully hot climate. The 
candidate is next stripped and laid upon a block 
of ice, where he is allowed to remain for six 
hours. The beautiful significance of this is that 
it is a cold day when one brother will not help 
another. After this the candidate is allowed to 
plunge his right arm into a cauldron of boiling 
lead, to inculcate bravery and fortitude. The 
final test is a hurried, jerky journey upon a goat's 
back, knocking over as he goes the altars, stumps, 
steps, coflSns and regalia-boxes in the hall. This 

156 



THE NONSENSICAL U.S.A. 

is designed to impress upon him fhat the way of 
lifei though roughi is not endless. 

4* The candidate, having thus proved liis 
worthiness, takes an obligation to love his brother 
somewhat better than himselfi to honor his 
mother-in-lawy to loan money without security to 
brother Knights, to pause by the wayside and 
assist his fallen brother to a friendly lamp-post 
and to be a shade better than tiie angels gen- 
erally. He is then given the glad hand of fellow- 
ship and allowed the privilege of paying dues, 
staying out late at night and wearing gold lace 
at funerals. 

The Principal Orders 

Some of the more widely known orders are: 
The Credulous and Unprotected Order of 
Lambs, numbering about 89,999,000 members in 
tiie United States. The central temple of this 
brotherhood is located on Wall Street in New 
York City, where tiie annual sacrificial rites are 
conducted. The removal of the Golden Fleece 
is a touching and impressive ceremony. 

The Exuberant and Ecstatic Brotherhood of 
Fans numbers some millions of members scat- 
tered throughout the land. This organization 
holds great outdoor conclaves during the sum- 
mer marked by bottle-throwing, the hurling of 
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iMtfi into the air and the beating of victims upon 
Afl backs with umbrellas. A provisioii is made 
for ttie free burial of disafiected umpires. 

The Friendly Brotherhood of the Golden Touch 
comprises a membership of hundreds of thou- 
Mods. The password of this order is " Lend me a 
finr " and the borrower unfailingly avails hlm- 
Mlf of his brother's obligation not to e:q>ect 
pigment from another Golden Toucher. 

The Ananias Club: This exclusive organizar 
tloa, founded by the Honorable Theodore Roose- 
tbU, is limited to the ^ded great in fiction and 
mendacity. The Club has, however, a number- 
len band of imitators to be found on the top of 
evny craclier barrel, upon the sun-waimed, green 
benches of the cily parks, in smoking-compart- 
ment and hotel lobby, in hif^way, TeitUnde and 
follow, ai^triiere and everywhere. 



APPENDIX 

(For the trifling sum of S500 any Doctor of Lit- 
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book.) 
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""The Commg VitJaOaxMSoa of 
How to BaQd a Dreednooi^ far ool^ SiS/mxh 



PROPOSED CONSTITDTIONAL AMERD- 

MEHTS 

Election of United States Senatofs by direct 
vote of the New Yoilc stock exchange. 

Graduated mcome tax of twenty per cent on 
an salaries under Sio/xx> a year. 

Publication of campaign contributions in some 
leading Chinese journal for the blind. 

Govemment ownership of public highways, 
tiie same to be maintained and operated as auto- 
mobile speedways. Pedestrians running down 
motorists to be liable to capital punishment 

Gradual increase of the American navy to be 
used as a collecting agency for powerful Wall 
Street investors who get their fingers burned 
around such cut-up places as Caracas and San 
Domingo. 

Protection of infant industries, such as oil, 
steel and canned beef. 

Free and unlimited coinage of Carnegie Hero 
Medals to be bestowed upon wealthy malefactors, 
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bosMS and others roughly handled in reslstiiig 
iiwurgent uprisings. 

Uniform divorce laws, abolishing alimony and 
newspaper reporters. 

ADVERTISEMENTS OF THE UBIBS 



Lionporate under the laws of New Columbia. 
Mules, lamp-pOBts and Indian cigar-signs al- 
lowed as directors. Purest, filtered, distilled 
artesian water in unlim- 
ited quantities for stock 
issues. No liabilities for 
debts — no obligations 
to tell the truth — no 
books required to be 
kept for meddling tink- 
ers. Send tin free book- 
let: "How to get the 
Comnum Pei^le's Goat." 
Cure your husband of 
the dedre for strong 
^ diink by the secret use 
^ of our new preparation, 
" Rough-on-Husbands," 
I in bis cofFee. Set of 
beautiful memorial reso- 
^ lutlons free wMi each 
package. 
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Freel Free I Fteel Handsome false-facci tin- 
foil watch, Nuremberg works, zg-rhinestone- 
jewel movement, to every reader of the Yowig 
Sewing Machine GirPs Heart to Heart Com- 
panion, who sends us the answer to the following 
rebus (All's Well that Ends Well) ; the names of 
391 of her young men tirtends, $19.81 in currency, 
and five one-dollar bills to pay postage and pack- 
ing. 

Read the idiotorials in Culture's Weekly. 

Spend your summer vacations in the Piratical 
Mountains. Hotels well-stocked with city suck- 
ers. Daily shipments of eggs and poultry from 
New York City. Splendid sport in card-rooms. 
Special rates for unsuspecting cosmopolites. 
Best reached by the Nineveh, Babylon and Her- 
culaneum Railway — the Smoky Route — four 
leisurely trains daily. Uniformed banditti — 
arrogant agents. 

One scent a day for one cent a day — Attar of 
Sunflowers — All druggists. 

Do you read the Pshaw Magazine? ThePishaw 
is printed on freckle-edge, rain-coated, egg-laid 
paper and bound in cloth-of-gold. The Pshaw is 
as far superior to Bumsey's, The Antartic, Sharp- 
er's, Scribbler's and other pusillanimous, mush- 
gush, mollycoddlic monthlies as the Pshaw's edi- 
tor is to everyone else on earth. Address, The 
Foxy Grafters, East O'Roarerl 
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You spend one-third of your time lying. There- 
forei buy a Softasmush Mattress and lie like an 
investigated magnate while you're about it. 



A NATIONAL ANTHEM 

In view of the heated controversy over the 
adoption of a new national anthem, the following 
is suggested as a happy compromise embodying 
suggestions from our three present ratiier im- 
possible claimants and affording recognition to as 
large a number as possible of the diverse ele- 
ments of our teeming population. 

Hail Manhattan I Stop the boat ; 
The Dagoes must get off and vote* 
The Irish crowd into the van; 
Each one's to be a patrolman. 
There's Swiss and Czechs and Turks and such 
And twenty hundred thousand Dutch. 
Sound the harp through Yiddish halls; 
Hoch der Kaiser — tliree gold balls. 
Hang a nigger on a tree; 
Bombs and gunboats — libertee. 
Chinks have captured 'Frisco Bay; 
Yellow Peril's on the way. 
Shoot the guns at Sandy Hook; 
Hon'ble Jap refuse to cook I 
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O say, can you see Uncle Sam 

In such a foreign devil jam? 
Bare-legged Scotchmen, hoot once more I 
Come seven — *leven — forty-four. 

Let no duU Marquis-chap escape; 

We've heiresses from cape to cape. 
My countiy, sure it is for thee 
The *^ honks " embark from Tripoli. 
Banzai, Caramba, Wacht am Rhein, 
God save the King for auld lang syne. 

WESTCHESTER NIGHT'S ENTERTAIN- 
MENT 

Being an Extract from Supton Inclair's Forth- 
coming Romance-EzposS, '^The Naughty Rev- 
ellers;" Muck-Rake Press, New York. Si. 50. 

The fancy costume ball given by Mrs. Van 
Spender at her palace of cut-diamonds and gold, 
known as High-Jinks-on-the-Hudson, was one 
of the most unique and sinfully-profligate of the 
season. The guests were sprayed with attar of 
roses as they alighted from their carriages and, 
upon entering the house, each person was seized 
and kissed by a masked figure, whose identity 
and sex could only be conjectured. All the 
Covent Garden stars were imported especially 
for the occasion and sang, as a hidden chorus, 
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at S40 a syllablei throughout tiie evening. Each 
guest was presented with a half-pound of radium 
as a souvenir of the occasion. 

Among tiiose who were most conspicuous in 
tiie evening's revelry were: 

Mrs. O. G. WottastackOi as Eve, in a real fig- 
leaf imported from Smyrna. 

Mr. Willie Deare, as an ourang-outang. Mr. 
Deare remained on all fours throughout the 
evening. 

Mr. Offle GobbOy as Pittsburg, wearing a 
parchment divorce decree, trimmed witii fifty- 
seven pickles and six figures of Florodora chorus 
girls cast from steel ingots. 

Mrs. Lightly-Ties, as South Dakota, in a Co- 
penhagen-blue silk gown, decked with co-re- 
spondent's letters. 

Senator Golden Potts, of Nevada, as Himself. 
Senator Potts had a package of U. P. 6's dangling 
from his Prince Albert coat-tail; he wore a belt 
of diamonds and carried the Koh-i-noor around 
in a basket. The Senator made a great hit 
throughout tiie evening with his amusing catch 
phrase, ^^ To Gehenna with tiie Common People.'' 

Arthur Swellefellowe represented the Shade 
of Knickerbocker. The assemblage had great 
fun with Arthur, pinning him in a comer, and 
Gertie Gaye played leap frog over his back. 

Dicky Smarte represented the Duke of Great- 
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Mn. Wba, JaA Toole broueht the house d 
kr J^adag Vkkf tm an inlaid table and a 
IwUndL B* «M kMctad dam to Mob 

JD^ ■■> WnVB ^""1P' OOUBBi H UUWIilW* w 

mnSmDmn flMt It would Im gmt ibn to ]m*» 
DMT tabid la a mUtac «ta tad A* chif 
«M wdcvtd to do M. mm tlw eiki VM cat 
ft vaa too oada tat it 




The paitj moad 19 at a late taor laa pait 
jf h ampM M jr lpW'^ oootMiL y«p , Ooafl Oatsa 
aad Jmtkf Stbagfi* tavfat yoBM i ntiiJ dana 
qoarta aach, tiad for Am fltirt priM, a pack of 
diamoni*. Artie Baihe won flie Mcond prii^ 
a taby lUnoMKOOt vUch die wilt witartria at 
SweOpbco-bayood-the-Umtt tfato winter. 

WHO'S WHAT?: A COITCISB COICPERDIIIIC 
OF BIOOSAPHT 

Mrs. KneUne PwiMlunt 

Kn. PanUiurst first bloomed fortil in Eng- 
land. 
Twas numy, many summers aso. 
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As fhe foremost suffer-men-not-to-f orgette she 
has stormed the House of Lords, the Tower and 
Buckingham Palace. 

Some of these days she will run a hat-pin 
clear through the Under Secretary of Foreign 



Votes for Women I 
Gracious me I 

William Randolph Hearst 

A highly-tinted ^^wuztiyl" from the West 
Coast 
Early in life Mr. Hearst discovered HIMSELF. 
Eureka I 
AGAIN, EUREKA!! 

Joseph G. Cannon 

A product of the paleozoic age. 

Or may have come over with the Northmen — 
who knows? 

At an early age learned the use of strong, 
vigorous languagOi e. g.: Carrambai piffle and 
Gotterdammerung. 

Long ago exhausted the supply of exclamation 
points in the General Printing Office and the 
Danville papers. 

At the outset of his career as the greatest 
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insturectioii-sqtiasher of flie age acquired flie 
knack of smokmg. 

Insuigents say will smoke eternally. 

Emphasis on *' eternally," please. 

Chancellor Day 

Chancellor Day was (or should have been) 
bom at Enoxe-on-Anville, Enozton, Hammerslea. 

One day he knocked at the gate of oppor- 
tunity at Syracuse University. 

Been knocking ever since. 

Rap! 

President Eliot 

An omniscient, super-profound thinking-ma- 
chine from Old Hahvahd. 

Responsible for many marims and master- 
pieces along the lines of football, ethics and 
imperialism ; but in the evening of life exploded 
a literary bomb-shell entitled ^^Five Feet of 
Rollicking Romance in Words of One Syllable." 

Great Deadwood Dick! Keep the boys out of 
it, if you don't want them gunning for Indians. 

Memories of Laura Jean Libbeyl Don't let 
Ethelwynda and Maybelle brouse their heads 
full of the flighty notions. 

'Ware cook I If Nora gets hold of a single 
Foot, there's no dinner until she's finished. 
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Commander Peaiy 

A frigid piopositioa from Etah. 
At the age of ten, he bought up fhs mterests of 
Oreet7, Kane, Franklin i^ Company in the North 
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Pole, and had ike thing patented and copy- 
righted from Greenland to Kamschatka. 

All rights reserved. 

Keep off the hummocks. 

B-r-r-rl 

Richmond Pearson Hobson 

A dashing, young Southerner, who sank the 
Merrimac where he didn't aim to, and never 
apologized for the trespass. 

Responsible for the terrible ravages of flie 
Bugissimus Salutatas in 1898-9. 

About 1905 discovered the Yellow PeriL 

Gee whLEzI 

Huny up with those Dreadnoughts I 

JONATHAN JINGO 
(With ^[K)logies to Rudyard of Rottingdean) 

*' What are the bugles blowin' for? '' said Stripes- 
on-Parade. 

''To fight the Japs, to fight the Japs I" the 
Hobson-Statesman said. 

^^ What makes you look so scared, so scared? " 
said Stripes-on-Parade. 

<< I'm scringin' for the 'Cific coast, " the Hobson- 
Statesman said. 
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** For they're buildin' Nippon warships, you 

can hear flie hammers play. 
The Chinks are in Hawaii — they are 

bound for 'Frisco bay; 
They're goin' to set up resf rants, from 

York to San Jos6, 
An' we'll need a great, big navy in the 

momin'." 

** What makes the papers scream so loud? " said 

Stripes-on-Parade. 
«< To fight the Dutch, to fight the DutchI " the 

Yellow Journal said. 
** What makes you print the big, black heads? " 

says Stripes-on-Parade. 
'< We're afraid of Kaiser Billhehn," the Yellow 
Journal said. 

<<For fliey're 'structin' first-class cruisers, 
you can see 'em there at Kiel, 
They're coUectin' bills from Castro, an' 

a-foolin' round Mobile; 
An' they'll spread Limburg' an' pretzels 

from Ponc6 to Loo-a-ville, 
So we're needin' of a navy in the momin' 1 " 

''What are the big guns boomin' for?" said 

Stripes-on-Parade. 
<'To fight the world, to fight the worldl" the 

Common People said. 
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" What makes 'em give us campaign grub? " 

Stripes-on-Parade. 
" It's a reg'lariAnnageddon," the Commoa People 
said. 

" For we've built our hundred Dread- 
noughts, you can see the Treas'iy's low, 
" An' they've got so bloomin' frisky, circlin' 

globes an' makin' show, 
" That the nations are bombardin', from 
Cape May to Cape Blanco, 
An* we're usin' our fine navy ev'ry mom- 
in'." 
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